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Shaffer’s Crossing, the last 150 years

St. Louis House- 1860s or 70
Elk Creek Road and Bradford Stage Road. 

Map drawn in 1879. (Jefferson County 

Archives)

Willowville- late 1870s

Belleville- 1880s

Urmston- 1890s

Shaffer’s Crossing-1907
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Ownership of Shaffer’s Crossing Land (Octagon) 
SW1/4 SW1/4 of Section 32

 Homesteaders

 Robert Standring- 1873 (160  acres) (lime) 

 Hannibal E. Peck – 1886

 James & Mary Emmitt- 1889

 (Ezequiel McPeek- 1877,1889 200a. (pink)

 James McDowell (after 1893)

 Samuel A. Shaffer – 1902 (Land included all shaded areas.)

 Charles J. Sanger- 1919 

 Jeffco SD #35-1931-1937 only 1 acre  

 H.A. and Lila Krogh- 1949

 Ron Lewis- 2006

 Archdiocese of Denver- 2015
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The Octagon

 Theories of Origin

❖As it was referred to as the Urmston
School, it may have been built for 
this purpose, perhaps around 1890. 
But, the Urmston School was at one 
time further east.

❖Glenelk descendants have said it 
was there before 1900, when their 
ancestors established their 
community.

❖Shaffer descendants think Sam 
Shaffer and his sons may have built 
it around 1902.
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Architecture of “Octagon” Building

 Hexagon with “slide-out”= irregular 

octagon. Stage with raised wooden 

floor in this area. This building had two 

more sides at its entrance at one 

time, as shown on this photo c. 1910.

 Very long pole in center. An early 

photograph shows a large flag flying 

from it.

 Made of logs likely milled at the site. 

Covered with tin stamped with brick 

pattern, painted white, added after 

1922.

 Current roof is shake shingle and in 

very poor shape.

 Dirt floor at this time, except for stage 

which is wooden.
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Grange Hall / Community Center/ Urmston School

 Photo taken in 1922, source unknown

 The siding is still wooden, and there is 

a covered entrance to the building. 

There also appears to be a shed off 

the right side. 

 The Octagon served many purposes 

at this time. As a Grange Hall and 

Community Center, the Fire 

Department met there. Family 

gatherings and picnics were a 

common occurrence. School was 

held there during the week and 

Saturday night dances on the 

weekends. This was the center of the 

Elk Creek community.
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Buildings with 

similar features

 Contemporary hexagonal 
church in Haldarsvik, Streymoy
Island, Faroe Islands, Denmark. 
Photographer: Wolfgang 
Diederich

 Similarities

 Size and shape, with 
additional sides at 
entrance

 Pole in center

One window on each side

Cupula: Some reports 
stated Elk Creek Octagon 
had a cupula at one time.
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Hood Octagonal School House (PA)

 Early public school in Newton 
Township, built in 1842 by 
James Dunwoody

 Hexagon or Octagon shape

 Located in Newton Square, PA

 Referred to as “Eight Square 
School House”

 This photo circa 1900

 Current use: Children visit 
school house  where volunteer 
school marms in historic 
clothing teach lessons from 
the 1840s-50s. During recess, 
they play with toys authentic 
to the period.
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Or… could this shape have had something 

to do with tuberculosis treatment?

 The Penrose TB Sanitarium existed in Colorado 

Springs during the early 1900s.

 These were small octagon-shaped wooden 

tents, each with two windows, a wood stove, 

a single bed, dresser, and book shelf.

 Patients with tuberculosis lived in these tents, 

where they received medical care and a 

healthy dose of sunlight.

 Meals were served at a nearby lodge 

building.

 It is believed that the Staunton Doctors had a 

sanitarium two miles up Elk Creek Road.

 Perhaps the Octagon was originally built for 

someone with TB.
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Elk Creek Grange, Community Center

 Historic painting of the Shaffer’s 

Crossing Community. Octagon on 

left side of road next to lake. 

Shaffer barn and ranch house on 

the right side. Elk Creek  lower 

portion of the photo. 

 The Elk Creek Grange was officially 

established on May 17, 1917, in the 

Octagon Building. Used as Grange  

until 1940s. 

 The Shaffer family referred to the 

building as a grange, community 

center, and dance hall.
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A School House

 Urmston School, District #35, was located in Southwest 

Jefferson County. Hazel Long was the teacher during 

1918 –1922.

 In 1931, one acre of land was transferred from the 

Sanger family to Jefferson County School District #35. In 

1937, the land transferred back to the Sangers. 

 The Long children, Eden children, and children from  

other local families attended school there. 

 This building served multiple purposes simultaneously: as 

a school, grange, dance hall, and even as a church 

after the old Methodist-Episcopal Church, built in 1882, 

burned down. 
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A Dance Hall

 The Octagon served as a dance hall 
for many years.

 A common practice a century ago 

was to report in the newspaper’s 

“Social News” column the activities 
of residents. Many reports were of 

persons attending a weekend dance 

at Shaffer’s Crossing. Dates included 

1914-1937.

 Several bands played at the 

“Crossing,” including Isham Jones, a 

famous composer and bandleader.
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Isham Jones (1894-1956)

 Isham Jones, famous composer 

and band leader, owned 

property, lived, and ran a general 

store at Shaffer’s Crossing. 

 He and his band played for 

weekend dances at the Octagon 

at Shaffer’s Crossing. 

 Isham Jones Road is just north of 

Hwy. 285 in the Mountain View 

Lakes development, between Elk 

Creek Road and Parker Road.  

 Part of Jones’ property sold to 

Eden family in 1947, is adjacent to 

the Octagon and Barn property. 
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Memories of the Dance Hall Days…

“When I die, don’t bury me at all
Just string my bones and hang them

In the old Grange Hall.
And when the music begins to play

They will begin to sing and sway.”

 Rudy Long and others would 

walk to Shaffer’s Crossing 

and dance half the night in 

the “round” Grange Hall, 

singing this song. This was 

described by Margaret 

Bentley in The Upper Side of 

the Pie Crust (1978). 

 Long’s descendants have 

lived in the same area just 

east of Shaffer’s Crossing for 

150 years.
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The Center Pole of the Octagon

Many initials have 

been carved into the 

center pole over the 

years.

Of special interest 

are the initials “R.L.”

We know that Rudy 

Long enjoyed 

weekend dances at 

the Octagon at 

Shaffer’s Crossing.
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Beaverboard Ceiling

 Hand painted nature designs on 
beaverboard adorn the ceiling of the 

Octagon.

 Likely, someone painted these for the 

dance hall days.

 According to information found on the 

back of a panel, this material was 

manufactured in 1916. Thus, this addition 

was made after the Shaffer family had left 
in 1915.

 Shaffer descendants reported that this 

building was a dance hall in the 1900s. 
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The Shaffer Barn

 Sam Shaffer and his sons built the barn in 

1903, near their large ranch house. It was 

originally used for their horses and storing 

hay.

 The barn is constructed with hand-hewn 

timbers of dimensional lumber, likely milled 

on-site. It is connected with tendon joints, 

and some square nails.

 It has two stories. Hay was stored on the 

second level, and the horses stayed below.

 The barn is currently used for storage. 
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Interior of Barn: 

in serious need of 

repair
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More Recent Ownership of Octagon

 Krogh Ranch from 1947-2006.

 Developer Ron Lewis bought the ranch in 2006, planning 

a large development of apartments, houses, and retail 

space. Financial difficulties resulted in the property south 

of 285 returning to the Kroghs.

 Archdiocese of Denver: In 2015, the Archdiocese of 

Denver bought the 250 acre Krogh Ranch for $2.25 

million. The Archdiocese has planned a large retreat 

center.

 At this time, they do not have plans for the octagon and 

barn, although they have indicated that they could use 

the barn for storage.

22



An Uncertain Future
 Nearby residents as well as Shaffer 

descendants are concerned for 
the future of these buildings. 

 These structures represent a 
connection to the past. They have 
been here for over a century, and 
residents whose families have lived 
in the area for many decades are 
well aware of the role the Octagon 
played in their ancestors’ lives.

 Some local residents have 
expressed the hope that the 
Octagon will be preserved and 
remain in its current location.
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Nominating the Octagon and Barn

 Narrative- Nine questions: history and significance of structures.

 Photos and Maps

 Historic

Current

 Letters of Support

 Descendants: Ray and Dean Shaffer, great-grandsons

 Neighbors: Donna Long Beck, Peg Destefano, Mary Ellett Stern 

Historian: Deborah Darnell; Writer: Karen Land Cranford

 Relevant published articles

 Nominated by Dick and Bonnie Scudder
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Letter of support…

“It (the Octagon) was there in 1900 when my great-
grandfather and friends purchased land further down Elk 
Creek and established Glenelk. It was there when my 
grandfather purchased a cabin on a creek in Glenelk years 
later. It was there when my father took over the cabin in 
the 1940s. It was there when my sisters and I rode our 
horses up to Shaffers Crossing in the 1950s…. With your 
efforts, the Octagon House will be there for my children 
and grandchildren– and great-grandchildren– long into the 
future. Hopefully, it will not be moved from the site but 
be left where my family has marveled at it since 1900.”

Mary Ellett Stern, Glenelk
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Selection 

and 

Placement 

on List

 Colorado Preservation, Inc. held several 
meetings where committees reviewed the 
many applications from around the state.

 Jennifer Orrigo-Charles serves as Director of 
Colorado Preservation, Inc. and Kim Grant 
oversees the Endangered Places Program. 

 Properties selected for listing in 2018 notified in 
November and asked to select individuals to 
be interviewed and filmed.

 Channel 4 handled the interviews and filming.

 The video was shown at the Saving Places 
Conference when the four new properties 
were announced to the public at Colorado 
Preservation’s Endangered Places Luncheon.
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Interviews and Filming

 Date: December 12, 2017

 Location: Shaffer’s 

Crossing

Who: Channel 4 Team; 

Kim Grant, Jennifer 

Orrigo-Charles

 Interviewed: Ray Shaffer 

(Thermopolis, WY), Dean 

Shaffer, Donna Long-

Beck, Betty Long, Dick 

and Bonnie Scudder 
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Creating the Video

 As the crew was not able to enter the site, 

interviewing and filming was done from Cliff 
Eden’s property, adjacent to the site.

 The Shaffers, Longs, and Scudders were 
interviewed overlooking the valley where the 

Octagon and Barn sit.

 A drone filmed in the area later that afternoon.

 The Scudders had taken many pictures of the 

structures earlier that year when they toured 

the site with representatives of the Archdiocese. 

They provided these photos to Channel 4. 

 Channel 4 did an incredible job of blending 

drone pictures with photographs.
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Channel 4 Video-clip
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Announcement at 
Saving Places 
Conference 2/1/2018

 Announcement of four 

properties to the CP 

Endangered Places List was 

made at a luncheon at the 
conference. 

 The video featuring the four 
properties was shown to the 

large audience.

 Brochures featuring the 

properties were also 
disseminated to the guests.
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The Power of 

Community 

in 

Saving the 

Octagon

 The Power of the Community was helpful in 
the nomination process for the Endangered 
Places List of 2018. Seven letters of 
recommendation were written and submitted 
in a very short period of time.

 Compiling and submitting the history of this 
area to representatives of the Archdiocese 
has been helpful in furthering their 
understanding of the rich cultural history of 
these buildings.

 We are still researching and collecting 
information on the Octagon. We understand 
that the Archdiocese is interested in learning if 
the Octagon had ever served as a Catholic 
Church. 

 The architecture of the Octagon / hexagon is 
unique. Possibly it was reminiscent of a 
building (church) in a former residence that 
had special significance to the builder. 
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Do you have 

any questions?

Can you help 

us?

What clues might the architecture of 
the Octagon/hexagon provide?

Can these clues lead us in 
discovering who built it?

What was the original purpose of this 
building?

When was it built?

Was there once a cupula?

Could it have ever been used as a 
Catholic Church?
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Saving the 

Octagon

What resources are 
available to protect and 
save these structures?

How can we involve the 
Archdiocese and get their 
support?

What might be some good, 
realistic uses of the Octagon 
at its present location at the 
Retreat Center?
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How might the 
Archdiocese 
incorporate this 
structure into 
their plans for a 
retreat center, 
while honoring 
its historic past? 
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