
c o u n t y 
c o m m i s s i o n e r s 

Joanne Paterson 
Commissioner, District 3 1975-1979 

 

Joanne Paterson was the first woman elected a 

Jefferson County Commissioner.  Commissioner 

Paterson was instrumental in the National 

Renewable Energy Laboratory located in 

Jefferson County.  She was a strong  

advocate for controlled County growth. 

 

 

        Faye Griffin   
Commissioner, District 1 2008-present 
 

A Jeffco native, Faye worked for the county more than  

30 years; she was elected County Clerk & Recorder and  

County Treasurer before being elected Commissioner in 

November 2008.  

Marjorie E. “Bunny” Clement  
Commissioner, District 2  1981-1993 
 

After the death of her husband Robert F. Clement in December 

1981, Bunny was appointed as his successor. She was elected 

three times. Commissioner Clement was very supportive of the 

county’s open space program and worked for the expansion of 

the library system. She was very active in the Westernaires.  

        Betty J. Miller 
         Commissioner, District 2 1993-1997 
 

Commissioner Miller worked as the State Director of 

Congressman Timothy Wirth for eight years.  She  was 

a strong supporter of the County-wide planning effort 

known as Future Jeffco, which promoted open, service-

oriented government. She also worked on behalf of 

open space. 

 

 

 Michelle Lawrence 
Commissioner, District 1 1997-2005 
 

A small business owner in Arvada, Michelle 

served two terms in the Colorado 

Legislature.  As Commissioner, she was 

constantly courting businesses to locate in 

Jefferson County. She was helpful in getting 

Fast Tracks to Golden. 

Women in Public Service 

It wasn’t that long ago—1920—that women were able to vote 
for the first time in the United States.  

Colorado, along with several other states, had granted that right before 1900, 

but obtaining suffrage was a long and hard struggle fought by hundreds of 

women for more than 70 years, from the time of Susan B. Anthony in 1848.  

For 115 of Jefferson County’s first 150 years, all elected County 
Commissioners were men. Joanne Paterson became the first 
woman Commissioner in 1975, and in recent years, two out of 
the three Commissioners have been women. 

Long before winning the right to vote in national elections, women held the 

elected office of the superintendent of Jefferson County schools. From 1901 

until the elimination of the elected supervisory position in 1966, women 

dominated this office, leading the way for women to hold elected positions 

as county commissioners, mayors, and council members in the latter part of 

the 20th century. 

 

  

Finding a Voice in Government 
Celebrating Women’s History Month, March 2009 

 

s t a t e 
l e g i s l a t o r s 

I began wearing hats as a young lawyer because it helped me to establish 

my professional identity. Before that, whenever I was at a meeting, someone 

would ask me to get coffee. 

  

—Bella Abzug, U.S. House of Representatives, 1970-1977 

Any woman who understands the problems of running a home will be 

nearer to understanding the problems of running a country.  

 
—Margaret Thatcher 

m a y o r s &  

c o u n c i l s 

“Women are trained from birth to be ‘caregivers’.  As little ones, we played 

‘mommy’ and moved from there to playing ‘family’ or ‘school’.  Probably not many 

of us ever progressed to playing ’elected official’, but that is where many of us are 

ending, or beginning, our careers in Public Service. The slide into local politics, as 

an adjunct to being the ultimate volunteers in our communities, can happen in 

many ways. Often, a woman has been invested in her community because she cares  

about the quality of life for her family. Sometimes, the  

foray into local politics is a direct response to an issue  

that is threatening a community. Local politics can also  

be a starting gate for a political career that moves beyond  

the municipal borders.”   —Karen Oxman, Golden City Council 

 

Lorraine Anderson  
Mayor Pro Tem, Councilmember 

Arvada  

 

Patricia Holloway 
        Commissioner, District 2 1997-2005 

        Pat was a small business owner. Pat was instrumental in 

        getting Rocky Flats made into a National Wildlife Refuge. After        

        Columbine, she promoted a resolution to expedite national response 

for disaster aid to counties that was later adopted in all fifty states.  

                 

  

 

Laura Miller 
State Legislator, 1971-1976 
 

While representing South Jeffco, Laura served on 

the public school finance committee in the 

legislature and worked closely with Governor John 

Love to improve the quality of education. In 

addition to long service to education in Jeffco, she 

also served 10 years on the Library Board.  

Joan Fitz-Gerald 
State Legislator, 2001-2007 
 

Joan Fitz-Gerald was county clerk of Jefferson 

County for eight years, the first woman elected to 

that position. In 2001, she was elected to the 

Colorado Senate, where she worked on renewable 

energy and became the first woman to serve as 

President of the Senate. In 2007, she ran 

unsuccessfully for the U.S. House of 

Representatives. 

Ruth Stockton 
State Legislator, 1961-1984 
 

Ruth spent four years in the Colorado House of Representatives, 

then 20 years in the State Senate from 1965-1984 before retiring.  

She was the first woman to Chair the Joint Budget Committee and 

also the first female President pro-tem of the Senate. She was 

named to the Jeffco Hall of Fame in 1991. 

Betty Boyd 
State Legislator, 2001-present 
 

In her spare time, Betty is a nonprofit manager and 

advocate. She currently serves as Senate 

President Pro-tem. She has carried numerous bills 

supporting quality health care and is a strong 

advocate for women’s rights. 

Sally Hopper 
State Legislator, 1987-1999 

 

Sally served in the Colorado Senate as Chair of the Health, Environment, Welfare 

and Institution Committee and a member of the Criminal Justice Commission. She 

sponsored the Child Health Plan, providing coverage for children of working 

parents who do not qualify for employer-provided health insurance or Medicaid. 

She currently serves on more than a dozen boards, including the George W. 

Hopper Family Foundation and several historical organizations. 

Norma Anderson 
State Legislator, 1987-2005 
 

After serving more than 10 years in the Colorado 

House of Representatives, Norma was elected to 

the State Senate for 8 more years. She was the 

first woman to serve as majority leader in both and 

House and the Senate and had great influence on 

school finance (K-12). 

Karen Oxman 
Golden City Council 
 

Mary Weaver 
Golden City Council 
 

Marjorie Sloan 
Golden City Council 
 Diane Chesbro 

Golden City Council 
 

Faith Winter 
Westminster City Council 
 

Bonnie McNulty 

Mayor, Edgewater 
 

Nancy McNally 
Westminster City Council 
 

Karen Berry 
Wheat Ridge City Council 
 

Karen Adams 
Wheat Ridge City Council 
 

Mary Lindsey 
Westminster City Council 
 

Cindy Baroway 
Lakewood City Council 
 

Debbie Koop 
Lakewood City Council 
 

Sue King 
Lakewood City Council 
 

Betty VanHarte  

Mayor, Mountain View 
(no photo) 

 

In Jeffco’s cities and towns, women 

develop their leadership talents while 

serving their communities. Each leader 

presented here represents a broader 

group of elected officials who have served 

and continue to serve. Each is an 

businesswoman, volunteer, homemaker, 

and/or mother whose accomplishments 

are too many and too varied to list here.   

Current Commissioners: 
 

Kathy Hartman 
Commissioner, District 3 2006-present 
 

Before becoming Commissioner, Kathy 

was Executive Director for Stride, a 

welfare-to-work program, and also 

worked in financial planning and mental 

health fields, interests she brings to her 

county role.  

Diana Allen 
Lakewood City Council 
 

Vicki Stack 
Lakewood City Council 

 

Karen Kellen 
Lakewood City Council 
 

Ginny Paul 
Morrison Town Board 
 


