
The Gar�eld Lime Kiln stood below 
an embankment east of Morrison. 
Although the local lime industry ended 
early in the 20th century, this kiln stood 
until the 1990s.  
Historic American Engineering Record, CO-11-1
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Stonecutters at the 
Morrison quarry.
Denver Public Library, 
Western History Collection 
Z-277.

Introduction to Historic Stoneworks
By Sally L. White, with Richard Gardner and Dennis Dempsey

The persistence of Morrison and Golden 
among the host of “gateway” towns may 
have been due to their unique position 

to take advantage of the wealth of stone — and 
deliver it to markets. As Golden Gate City, 
Apex, Mt. Vernon, and Bradford faded, Morri-
son and Golden continued to prosper into the 
20th Century on the strength of their geologic 
base and industrial know-how. Today this legacy 
has all but vanished, but traces are visible on our 
landscape to those who look for them.

In 1881, the Denver Daily Times looked back 
on Morrison’s “wonderful mineral and other 
resources,” which had included seven quarries 
of “white sandstone, red sandstone, and blue 
sandstone, that [George] Morrison’s practical 

experience told him were of the �nest quality, 
and, in addition, the two remaining quarries 
produced gypsum and limestone.” Twenty years 
later, when the Colorado Transcript wrote that 
Morrison was “the second town of importance 
in Je�erson County,” lime kilns were ending 
their dominance, thanks to competition from 
Portland cement, and tourism — also based 
largely on geology, in the spectacular Red Rocks 
nearby  — was ascending in value to the local 
economy. �e Soda Lakes near Morrison, today 
a recreational resource, are a remnant of a once-
signi�cant industry.

Similarly, Golden’s prosperity through those 
decades was based on its natural resources. In 
the 1870s, Golden had �ve smelters running at 
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HISTORIC QUARRYING IN THE JEFFCO FOOTHILLS
once, as well as four �our mills and numerous 
lime kilns. From 1867 to the 1930s, several coal 
mines fueled the region’s homes and businesses. 
Clay from the Parfet, Rubey, and Hoyt quarries 
was mined around Golden for virtually all of its 
history, helping make pottery, porcelain, bricks, 
and tile. Golden’s brickmaking industry lasted 
for nearly a century, shipping bricks as far as 
China and providing material for many promi-
nent area landmarks. 

Nor is Je�co’s legacy of stone-
works �nished. Where dimension 
stone and lime have dwindled, to-
day’s society is built on aggregate. 
Gravel is still extracted from the 
hard rock of the mountain front 
as well as from the alluvial de-
posits of the lower elevations. In 
a 2012 Master Plan update, Jef-
fco Planning & Zoning mapped 
24 active mines, most of which 
are surface sand or gravel opera-
tions along the mountain front. 
Major quarries include Asphalt 
Paving, at Ralston Dike north of 
Golden; the Speci�cation Aggre-
gate quarry near Heritage Square, 
now owned by Martin Marietta; and Aggregate 
Industries’ Morrison Quarry north of Highway 
285. Robinson Brick Co. still produces brick 
clay at the Chieftain Mine in Rooney Valley, 
and Coors Porcelain (now CoorsTek) depended 
on the high-quality �re clays from quarries near 
Golden from 1914 to the late 1940s. 

With 160,000 acres of good-to-moderate quality 
aggregate resources, Je�co’s production potential 
is signi�cant. In the 10 years before 1977, when 
the county produced its Mineral Extraction Pol-

icy Plan, Je�co produced 50% of the aggregate 
required in the region. 

�e county could still have, as it once did, active 
quarries atop the Table Mountains extracting the 
valuable volcanic latites. But for the vigilance 
of citizens, Clear Creek Canyon would also be 
lined by a huge quarry instead of Open Space 
parkland. �anks to the vision of groups like 
Save the Mesas and PLAN Je�co, we enjoy — 

and pro�t from — parts of the county that are 
still undeveloped (see page 7). �at they are not, 
today, the pristine, untouched lands we some-
times imagine is revealed here as a reminder of 
the resourcefulness of early settlers and the ex-
tent to which they inhabited and exploited the 
landscape in the early days of industry in Je�er-
son County. As you dig in, remember we’re only 
scratching the surface of our geologic story.

Aggregate 
Industries gravel 
quarry actively 
operating south 
of Morrison, as it 
appeared in 2009.
Sally L. White

Sketch of foothills 
geology, showing 
economic resources 
in the area and a 
cross-section of their 
position. Arthur 
Lakes, 1905.
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The Lime-Burning Industry
By Rosemary Lewis

Je�erson County may not have been blessed 
with abundant precious minerals deposits 
such as were found in nearby Gilpin and

Clear Creek counties, but it abounded with 
the industrial minerals so necessary to settlement 
and the construction of towns and cities. 

Coal, clay, limestone, and sandstone crop out 
along the unique geologic feature of the hogback 
within easy reach of inexpensive surface mining 
techniques. As a further incentive to the early 
settlers, many of these deposits were located 
close to one another so an entrepreneur, if lucky, 
often had several mineral options available to 
explore and exploit in a quarter-section of land. 

With these industrial minerals so readily avail-
able for the taking, kilns to convert the raw 
materials into usable commodities popped up 
across the landscape from Boulder to the Platte 
Canyon. Kilns were necessary to �re bricks and 

pottery, convert limestone to lime, and melt sand 
into glass. �e basic technology was relatively 
simple, requiring very little expertise or capital 
investment to start. Kilns were built within town 
boundaries and the con�nes of industrial works 
and out on the plains near the quarries. �e far-
�ung location of the quarries and production 
works in turn in�uenced the construction of 
roads and railroads to transport the heavy bulk 
products to market. �is �ush of individual in-
dustrialism lasted only a half-century or so and 
had largely exhausted itself by the turn of the 
20th century. 

�e �rst generation or two of settlers developed 
Je�erson County’s mineral wealth. A full catalog 
of quarries and kilns is not likely to be recon-
structed a century later. Some of these operations 
were small scale, dedicated to the construction of 
local ranch buildings, and long since erased from 
the landscape. Others were large multi-faceted 
production plants located in or near Golden and 
Morrison. Of these many processes, the produc-
tion of lime from limestone will be examined 
here as an example of the larger and more com-
plex industrial process lines. Lime kilns were of-
ten found associated with other processes, such 
as brick making, but just as often they stood 
alone near the quarries that provided raw ma-
terials. 

Limestone Processing
Limestone was, and still is, used in a wide variety 
of products, from the building industry to food 
puri�cation. It is naturally found in a variety of 
colors — blues, whites, and grays — and may 
be utilized as quicklime, slaked lime, or milk of 
lime. Quarried limestone (calcium carbonate, 
CaCO3) is crushed to a uniform size to control 
the process. �e crushed lime is then placed in 
the kiln, either stacked with the fuel and closed 
in the kiln in a batch process, or introduced in 
a continuous �ow process into what is called a 
vertical stack con�guration. Both types of kilns 
were used in Je�erson County. �e limestone is 
burned in the kiln at temperatures of more than 
2,000 degrees F, producing quicklime (CaO) 
and carbon dioxide (CO2). Quicklime is very 
caustic and will cause severe irritation when in-
haled or in contact with moisture as in the eyes 
or on the skin, making it an environmental haz-
ard to local populations who may be exposed to 
blowing dust from the works.

When water (H2O) is carefully added to quick-
lime, the product is called slaked or hydrated 
lime (calcium hydroxide, Ca(OH)2). Hydrated 
lime has many of the same uses as quicklime 
but is more dilute and less caustic. �e pioneer 
generation would have been most interested in 
using it in building applications (i.e., mortar, 
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Ad from Colorado 
Transcript, Jan. 23, 
1867 (reconstructed).
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stucco, plaster) and as a trace additive in the 
brick-making process, hence the rationale for a 
lime kiln to be located within a brick yard.

Pioneers in the Lime Industry
One of early Je�erson County’s most prominent 
pioneers and town builders, the redoubtable Dr. 
Joseph Casto, had interests in lime production 
near the town of Mount Vernon. As early as 
1859, Casto advertised the merits of the town 
and speci�cally listed the presence of limestone 
as one of the many advantages of the location. 
�e opening of the Casto and Nelson Mount 
Vernon Lime Yards appeared in the local papers 
in the summer of 1860, making this one of the 
�rst such operations in the region. �e Mount 
Vernon lime works appeared to be in operation 
for at least a decade under a variety of owners.

At the northern end of the county, C.H.H. 
Case o�ered lime from his operation on Van 
Bibber Creek as of 1868. In the following de-
cade, mineral mining attracted the interests of 
out-of-state capitalists. In June 1879, the Colo-
rado Transcript reported that the trio of Davis, 
Pritchard, and Hodges of Texas had leased clay- 
and lime-seamed land from Loveland and Welch 

near �eodore “Doc” Hoyt’s ranch at Ralston 
Creek and were building lime kilns there. Some 
of these men later invested in brick manufactur-
ing in Golden. 

Perhaps the largest of the lime operations were 
in the mid-county region, from Golden to Mor-
rison around the west side of Green Mountain, 
not far from Casto’s operation. In the summer of 
1869, John A. Rowe, a coal miner from Penn-
sylvania, purchased a tract of land near the road 
between Apex and Bear Creek and, with his 
brother, started digging a tunnel for a coal mine. 
By the following summer not only had Rowe 
uncovered a good vein of coal, but he also estab-
lished a large draw lime kiln one mile north of 
Bear Creek, producing 150 bushels of lime per 
day at 35 cents per bushel. 

A little further to the south in May of 1885, a 
Mr. Gar�eld of Denver visited his Pike Quar-
ry and its new lime kiln just east of Morrison. 
Gar�eld’s lime kiln turned out to be extremely 
durable. �is was a vertical stack con�guration, 
allowing for the addition of fuel and limestone 
from the top, while the spent fuel and the lime 
were pulled out from the base of the kiln. �is 

“The Lime Kiln 
adjacent to the 
Quarry measured 
about 5 ft. in 
diameter with 
about 10 feet 
chimney draught 
resting on a stone 
furnace foundation 
about 3 feet above 
the ash-pit. … It 
was reached by a 
wagon-road and 
daily seen ablaze 
with its orange-
tinted tongues of �re 
shooting from 5-8 ft 
into the air and the 
white curls of smoke 
ascending from the 
pinewood furnace 
to the skies. Several 
loads of the calcined 
stone were the 
daily output, which 
formed a rather 
lucrative product 
[and] was delivered 
regularly at a siding 
of the main Rail-road 
tracks and unloaded 
into open freight 
cars.”
—Kowald, 1935, from A 
Brief Historical Sketch and 
Some Reminiscences of 
the Sacred Heart College
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The Gar�eld Lime Kiln in the 1980s after 
its landscape context was changed 
shortly before it was torn down. 

Historic American 
Engineering Record, 
circa 1983.
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kiln was built adjacent to an outcrop of limestone 
reportedly 25 feet thick and 300 feet long. �e 
Denver, South Park, and Paci�c Railroad built a 
spur line to Gar�eld’s quarry and near the kiln. 
�e Gar�eld kiln was documented in 1983 un-
der the Historic American Engineering Record 
(HAER) provisions during the early planning 
stages of the Centennial Parkway/C-470 align-
ment construction. �e kiln was found eligible 
for listing on the National Register and cited 
as the most intact example of a lime kiln in the 
area. Although this kiln did survive the advent 
of C-470, it was demolished in the early 1990s. 
Many other lime kilns were located within the 
town of Morrison itself and on the hillsides sur-
rounding the town.

�e City of Golden boasted its own lime kilns. 
As of Dec. 31, 1897, Golden had three “per-
petual” (likely vertical stack) lime kilns operated 
by Prout & Ensign, J.E. Benjamin, and Welch, 
Pritchard & Company that together produced 
60,000 bushels of lime valued at $24,000, or 
about 40 cents per bushel. Of these, the Ben-
jamin operation was perhaps the earliest estab-
lished within the Golden city limits. John Emo-
ry Benjamin arrived in Golden around 1875 and 
established his patented lime kiln operation near 
the Colorado Central Depot at the foot of North 

Table Mountain. Benjamin’s son, Eugene Emory 
Benjamin, later founded the Arvada Flour Mill 
and served as mayor of Arvada. 

By the end of 1898, no less an authority than 
civil engineer and local legend Edward Berthoud 
reported that Golden had only one lime kiln re-
maining and that competition had nearly killed 
the business of limestone quarrying. �e likely 
competition was lime �owing from the con-
vict-operated works at the state penitentiary in 
Canon City. �e prison had a lime works from 
the mid 1880s, but by the turn of the century 
Denver businessmen were putting up major ob-
jections to this undercutting of the prices. �e 
Je�erson County lime industry came to an end 
by 1910, as Portland cement and gypsum plas-
ters increased in popularity and technological 
advances made these older stone kilns obsolete. 
Today, only a few crumbling kilns remain as evi-
dence of this once-widespread industry.

Sources:
Colorado Transcript, Feb 12, 1868; July 21, 1869; June 30, 1875 (Arvada 
Historical Society at www.arvadahistory.org); June 18, 1879; May 6, 
1885; Dec 31, 1897; Oct 26, 1898.

Historic American Engineering Record, CO-11, Lime Kiln Near 
Morrison, Colorado Department of Highways, November 1983. http://
www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/hh/item/co0096/

Rocky Mountain News, June 1870.

Western Mountaineer, Dec 28, 1859.

This lime kiln was 
located on the 
banks of Bear 
Creek in downtown 
Morrison, about 
where the Morrison 
Liquor store 
currently stands. Fed 
by the limestone 
quarry visible on 
the hogback behind 
the kiln, it produced 
quantities of lime 
that were shipped 
by rail to Denver. 
Along with other 
kilns in the area, it 
provided a noxious 
haze during the 
town’s settlement 
days. By 1896, 
when this photo 
was taken, it was 
reportedly being 
used as a barn. 
Denver Public Library, 
Western History 
Collection X-11146.
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Golden’s Foundation, the Famous “Golden Blue Granite”
Je�co’s First Granite Quarry 

“…�ne quality of building stone, in inexhaustible quantities, a few hundred yards above Golden Gate, 
on the side of the mountains, which our builders will do well to secure for the foundations and cellars 
of their buildings. It is a species of hard granite blocks, broken nearly square, from the size of a brick 
to almost any desired dimensions, all laying loosely, in immense heaps, upon the side of the mountain, 
where a slight impetus will send them to its foot alongside of the road.” 

— Colorado Transcript Feb. 27, 1867

By 1867, Golden City was THE manufac-
turing center of the new American West. 
Coal and clay mines provided raw ma-

terial for pottery, brick, and tile factories. After 
the Civil War, George West returned to Golden 
and revamped his newspaper into the Colorado 
Transcript. West was always dispensing words of 
wisdom; this time local builders promptly took 
his advice.

On May 22, 1867, the Transcript reported: 
“Work on our new paper-mill building is pro-
gressing rapidly under the personal supervision 
of Mr. J. J. Bush, who has a large number of 
men and teams employed upon it. �e �rst story 
is being built of stone, and is nearly completed. 
�e walls are two feet thick, and to be eight feet 
high; they are built of a handsome blue gran-
ite, found in great abundance about three miles 
from here on the Tucker road, and present a very 
substantial and permanent appearance.” 

Golden had a paper mill? Within seven years 
after settlement? �e paper mill, the only one 
in the new West, was located on Garrison Street 
(now Ninth Street). �e original investors in the 
paper mill, J.J. Bush and a Mr. Chapin from 
Canandaigua, NY, even built a “company town” 
on 30 lots around the mill site. Next door, Mr. 
O. F. Barber owned the �our mill with a two 
run of burrs, a lumber mill, and a shingle and 
lath mill all run by a mammoth “overshot” water 
wheel which turned in a �ume in a ditch fed by 
Clear Creek. Sturdy “Blue Granite” walls sup-
ported all the buildings. In October 1883, to 
expand his operations, Mr. Barber even laid a 

560-foot long narrow gauge sidetrack from the 
Colorado Central track 500 yards to the east to 
his �our mill, to take to Denver the 200 sacks of 
�our he was producing daily. 

At �rst the paper mill produced a little more 
than half a ton of paper each day, but in 1879, 
Reuben C. Wells purchased the plant and sys-
tematically overhauled the entire operation to 
double the mill’s capacity. About a year later, Mr. 
Wells started printing newsprint, furnishing the 
paper for the Rocky Mountain News and other 
local papers. By 1884, utilizing water power of 
100-horsepower and sophisticated, imported 
machinery including a 15-horsepower steam en-
gine, the mill produced 4,000 pounds of wrap-
ping paper or 2,000 pounds of print or manila 
paper in 24 hours. Each day, the paper mill used 
6,000 pounds of straw and recycled rags (but no 

By Beth Simmons, Katherine Honda, and Rick Gardner

Specimens of the 
blue granite with 
golden micaceous 
partings. 
Katherine Honda.
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wood!), about three tons of coal from the nearby 
Black Diamond Mine, and 30 bushels of lime 
from Case’s Lime Kiln north of Golden. �e 
product was sold to wholesale houses in Denver.

In 1887, Wells refurbished the mill and again 
doubled its capacity. Mr. C. D. Peppard part-
nered with Mr. Wells, who was by then a state 
senator. In 1890, the mill daily manufactured 
�ve tons of all grades of paper except newsprint, 
using simply straw and recycled waste paper 
(again, no wood!), powered by a 100-horse-
power water wheel and 40-horsepower engine. 
A �re that nearly engulfed the neighboring �our 
mill destroyed the paper mill on Nov. 3, 1900. 
Years later it was revealed that a boy was inside 
the burning building, even after the employees 
barely escaped; he hadn’t heard what was going 
on because he was deaf. Fortunately, someone 
rescued him. 

Another structure built of the prized “Golden 
Blue Granite” was the Wells Fargo relay station 
stable at 13th Street and Washington Avenue 
“built of native granite found near here,” accord-

ing to the Transcript’s �rst issue Dec.19, 1866. 
�at building was destroyed in 1948 to expand 
Golden’s movie theater. �e original abutment 
of the Washington Avenue Bridge was also local-
ly quarried granite; a piece of that has been pre-
served. Another stone building was the Golden 
City Tannery built in 1867. It later became the 
Coors Brewery. 

Because there have been no major granite quar-
ries reported in the area around Golden, the 
statements about the “Blue Granite” caught our 
interest. We queried various historians and geol-
ogists about a possible granite quarry up Golden 
Gate Canyon; no luck. We looked at geologic 
maps. We examined the area where the mill was 
located. Even though the surrounding city blocks 
are full of historical buildings — some of which 
might have been the company town that Bush 
and Chapin built for their workers — sadly, the 
entire mill block is modern with no remnant of 
an old stone wall in sight. 

Where was the quarry? We headed up Golden 
Gate Canyon Road, which in 1867 was the 
Tucker Toll Road. Measuring our mileage care-
fully, we passed the Toll Road monument and 
then very quickly hit the three-mile mark. Scan-
ning the canyon walls carefully, when we got to 
the Mt. Galbraith trail head, we turned around. 

Sketch of the 
Golden Paper Mills, 
on Illinois St. north 
of 9th St., showing 
foundation wall of 
blue granite. 
Golden Globe Industrial 
Edition, May 20, 1890.
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Did you know…
• That there were 55 producing coal mines in Je�co between 1876 and 1950?

• That the Schwartzwalder Mine, seven miles northwest of Golden, was one of 
the largest single uranium mines ever to operate in the U.S.? This mine pro-
duced 17 million pounds of uranium oxide and operated until March 2000.

• That Je�erson County’s only commercial oil well produced 16,000 barrels be-
tween 1955 and 1962? You can see oil seeping out of the Dakota Sandstone at 
the Highway 285 roadcut in Turkey Creek Canyon.

• That the Satanic Mine (opened in Rooney Valley in 1872) was renamed “Blue-
bird” after an underground �re took the lives of six men on December 15, 
1921? The Bluebird Mine continued to operate until 1932.

• That the Parfet Clay Pits near Golden yielded the �rst track of the Cretaceous 
dinosaur Triceratops ever discovered? Visit the clay pits today on the Fossil Trace 
Golf Course and at Triceratops Trail. 

Across the road, the sun glistened o� a hand-
some “gun-metal gray” rock with golden mica 
�akes on its parting planes. Deciding that the 
rock could be the famed “Golden Blue Granite,” 
we slowly drove down the highway and spotted 
what could easily have been an old quarry that 
�t the description in the �rst article. At least, it 
could be the upper part of a quarry; the road, 
once lower in the canyon, now obscured the 
lower section. It is located about three-quarters 
of a mile west of the intersection with Highway 
93. �e “rock-hard granite” split so easily that 
blasting would not have been necessary. �e 
rock is similar to the stone pictured in the sketch 
and photo of the mills. �e Google Earth image 
of the site shows a rubble pile below the pres-
ent highway bed that could easily have been the 
remnant of an old quarry. We achieved our quest 
to �nd the quarry!

Very often, the sources of raw materials — coal, 
clay, gypsum, lime, building stone — get lost in 
history. �e quarries and mines fall into ruin, 
become overgrown, and are generally neglected. 
�e old “Blue Granite” quarry, within a short 
drive of Golden, demonstrates that the founda-
tions of our civilization in Je�erson County are 
near at hand, underfoot, waiting to reveal their 
stories! 

Sources:

Colorado Transcript, Dec. 18, 1866; Feb. 27, 1867; May 8, 1867, p. 3, 4; 
May 22, 1867, p. 2.
Golden Globe, Industrial Edition, May 20, 1890, “Well-Equipped with 
All Necessary Machinery.” 
Wagenbach, Lorraine and Thistlewood, Joann, 1987, Golden: The 
19th Century, A Colorado Chronicle, Harbinger House, Littleton, CO, 
p. 59-60.

Biographies:

Beth Simmons is a geologist turned historian, and professor at 
Community College of Denver and Metro State College.

Katherine K. Honda is library technician at the Auraria Library and a 
volunteer research librarian for the Denver Museum of Nature and 
Science.

Photo of Rock Flour 
Mills, showing the 
stone wall built of 
Golden blue granite. 
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Men in Clay: The George Parfets of Golden
By Rosemary Lewis

Our story begins with family founder 
George Parfet, 1821 – 1881, who 
emigrated from his native Wales about 

1835 and settled in the anthracite coal region of 
central Pennsylvania for the next four decades. 
He was a coal miner, entering the mines at an 
early age. George married three times and fa-
thered about 18 children, 12 of whom survived 
to adulthood. He served in a Pennsylvania regi-
ment during the Civil War before relocating with 
his family to the Ralston Valley area in 1874 and 
then to Golden. He continued in coal mining 
until his health failed, about a year before his 
death.

George Washington Parfet , 1858 – 1924, was 
the second son by his father’s second wife, Lavina 
Matter. He was born in Pennsylvania and, like 
his father and brothers, started working in the 
local coal mines in his teens. In 1877, he turned 
his attention to the possibilities o�ered by the 
rich clay deposits near Golden. Parfet’s faith and 
foresight in clay was well founded. �e depos-
its were conveniently located in nearly vertical 
beds along the Hogback and contained several 
varieties of clay — plastic clays, kaolin, and �re 
clay used for ceramics to common clay used in 
bricks and pipes. According to an article by S. 
Geijsbeek in the industry periodical �e Clay-

Worker, Golden was the center of Colorado’s clay 
mining industry. As of 1901, this local industry 
employed about 150 men and produced 7,000 
tons of clay per month. Parfet and his partner 
Jesse B. Gehman operated all the mines south 
of Golden. 

In addition to operating mines on leased and 
purchased land, Parfet also invested in clay-re-
lated industries. He was an incorporator of the 
Geijsbeek Pottery Company in 1900 and the 
Rubey Clay Company in 1910. Clay from his 
mines was used by the Herold China and Pottery 
Co., which later became the foundation of the 
Coors Porcelain division. By 1921 the Colorado 
Bureau of Mines annual report listed 15 clay 
mines or pits in Colorado, 13 of which were in 
or near Golden. �is included Apex mines that 
Parfet opened in 1879. 

Clay from Je�erson County was shipped to 
brick and pipe manufacturers in Denver and 
throughout the Rocky Mountain region. Parfet 
also served as Golden alderman, as the general 
overseer of roads for Je�erson County, and was 
a member of many men’s service groups. Shortly 
before his death, the George W. Parfet Estate, 
Inc. was incorporated so that each of his seven 
sons would inherit an equal portion of the Parfet 
empire. Parfet Park along Clear Creek in Gold-

en commemorates the Parfet 
family and George Parfet’s 
many contributions to the 
city. 

George W Parfet Jr., 1889 
– 1940, was the third of the 
seven sons born to Mattie and 
George, Senior. �e family 
had come a long way from the 
dark anonymity of the Welsh 
coal �elds. In 1902, George 
Senior moved his family to an 
impressive house at the inter-
section of Ford and 19th streets 
in Golden. �e house, of 
course, was built of bu� col-

George W Parfet Jr., 
1889 – 1940

George Washington 
Parfet , 1858 – 1924

HISTORIC QUARRYING IN THE JEFFCO FOOTHILLS



Historically Je�co 2013    33

ored pressed brick. Where his father and grand-
father learned mining literally from the ground 
up, George, Jr., was educated at the University 
of Michigan at Ann Arbor. He married Carrie 
Jewett of Kentucky in 1912 and was a member 
of several fraternal orders. In his Masonic capac-
ity as Worshipful Master of Golden City Lodge 
No. 1, he presided over the burial of William F. 
“Bu�alo Bill” Cody on June 3, 1917, on Look-
out Mountain.

Like his father, George, Jr. managed the Parfet 
clay mining empire. He also served as a Je�er-
son County Commissioner from 1938 until his 
death on March 21, 1940. His death was widely 
reported in newspapers across the country as he 
was the operator of one of the nation’s largest 
clay mining companies and because of its sensa-
tional aspects. As he lay dying upon an operating 
table, he reportedly told his friend, Undersheri� 
Clarence B. Fugate — who himself died a few 
months later in a shootout in Arvada — that he 
was “in a jam” causing in his desperate act. In ad-
dition to his wife, he was survived by one child, 
William.

�e Parfet family continued in the clay business 
for years under the business name of George W 
Parfet Estates Inc. Over the ensuing decades, 
Golden development crept ever closer to the old 
clay pits south of town. As the clay itself eventu-
ally played out, the mines were abandoned. In 
July 2003 the Fossil Trace Golf Club opened on 
the redeveloped historic Parfet mining pits. Fea-
turing steam shovels and carts left over from the 
mining era, the golf course amenities also show-
case dinosaur footprints, the traces of another 
signi�cant feature of the hogback. At the course, 
one can see clay, limestone, sandstone, and coal 
that so characterize Je�erson County’s unique 
geology.  
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In 2002, world renowned 
paleontologist Martin Lockley 
made casts of fossil footprints 

found in an old clay pit at Fossil 
Trace Golf course. Girl Scout 

Troop 357 watches the work.
Clare Marshall.

Clay pit with “singing” logs, 
circa 1914. Logs were placed 
horizontally in the clay pits 
for the safety of the miners. If 
the sandstone walls started to 
shift, the logs made an eerie 
singing sound under the stress, 
giving the miners time to exit 
before the walls collapsed. 
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