RICH FERDINANDSEN
Business Man, Pilot, County Commissioner
Rich is a native of Colorado and attended schools in Denver. He joined the Marines after graduating from high
school. Once his military duty was over, he attended the University of Colorado, graduating with a degree in
Economics.
At 16 years of age he soloed his first airplane. He has a certification as a commercial pilot and professional flight
instructor, along with instrument ratings for multi-engine and sea plane aircraft. Rich has also participated in
aerobatic flight competition.
In 1983 Rich was appointed to fill a vacancy as Jefferson County Commissioner. He was reelected to the office
twice and served until 1993. During his tenure, Rich led efforts in planning the Beltway around Denver, the New
Operations Building for the Jefferson County Airport, relocating the County Government Operations to the current location on 6th Avenue, and building the new County Government Center. He also led efforts to establish
the Two Forks Dam.
In 1985 he organized and chaired the monthly North Jefferson County Republican Breakfast Club. He felt that
local government had the most direct influence on peoples lives, and believed that it was important to have a
local political forum where active citizens could meet with policy makers, elected officials, and candidates to
discuss and better understand the important issues of the day.
Since 1993 he has been an independent licensed securities broker and professional Investment Advisor, specializing in retirement and estate planning and portfolio management.
Richs wife Jan was diagnosed with kidney disease and needed a transplant. Rich was tested and found to be a
match. He gave Jan one of his kidneys, and is very proud to have set a record of being the oldest kidney donor.
Rich has a son and a daughter and five grandchildren. After his life in the public arena he has enjoyed spending
time with his family, doing all the normal activities such as celebrating special events, travel, house remodeling,
and family genealogy.
Rich was elected to the Jefferson County Historical Commission Hall of Fame October 22, 2010.

