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In 1877, when the Rev. Arthur Lakes began 
�nding dinosaur bones along the Hogback 
now known as Dinosaur Ridge, he opened 

13 quarries between Morrison and present-day 
I-70. His diggings, under the auspices of Yale’s 
Peabody Museum, gave us some of the West’s 
�rst signi�cant dinosaur discoveries. �ereafter, 
several quarries faded into history and their loca-
tions grew obscure. 

Recently researchers from Dinosaur Ridge relo-
cated Lakes (or Yale) Quarry #1, the northern-
most of the set. Because its exact location was 
“lost,” the site was not included in National 
Register (1975) or National Natural Landmark 
(1973) designations in the area. In May 2014, 
Dr. Beth Simmons submitted a landmark appli-
cation to JCHC for the site.

According to the nomination:

�e site is signi�cant because it is the �rst place 
that dinosaur bones were found in the American 
West... �e discoveries made during 1877 at 
Quarry #1 changed the course of paleontologi-
cal history. �ey also intensi�ed what have been 
called “the bone wars” between Edwin C. Cope 
and Othniel C. Marsh. Marsh intended to keep the 
Morrison site secret, thinking it was secluded in the 
mountains of the west. However, numerous visitors 
came not only to see the easily accessible quarries 
and sit on the bones, but also to help 
with the digging...

...�e Rooney family would have 
known about the site because Otis, 
son of the original homesteader, 
helped Arthur Lakes and George Can-
non during the dinosaur digs when he 
was a teenager. However, the site was 
“lost” in the 1960s through a paleon-
tological blunder. ...

Quarry #1 is the site of discovery 
of the �rst large dinosaur, Atlanto-
saurus, and �rst Jurassic crocodile, 
Diplosaurus (both described in 
1877). �e landmarked site lies on 
the west side of the Hogback about 
one-quarter mile north of the inter-

Rediscovered Dinosaur Quarry is New Landmark

section of Alameda Parkway and Highway 93. 
�e Friends of Dinosaur Ridge have o�cially 
designated this site of drilled quarry rubble and 
collapsed rock beds as Lakes Quarry #1.

In August 2014, the JCHC Landmark Com-
mittee formally approved designation of this site 
as a county landmark. �e Friends of Dinosaur 
Ridge intend to add this newly designated land-
mark to their �eld trip and interpretive opportu-
nities for visitors to Dinosaur Ridge. 

Watercolor painting 
by Arthur Lakes 
shows two workmen 
drilling the rock for 
blasting at Quarry 
#1. On the hogback, 
1877, above Mount 
Vernon Valley, 
looking south. 
Yale Peabody Museum 
Archives. 

Recent photograph 
shows the scar of an 
old rock quarry slide 
and the rubble that 
has accumulated. 
S.L. White

In 1994, Je�erson County had acquired the 
Wagner Ranch, near Rooney Ranch, which be-
came the Friends’ headquarters for o�ces, gift 
shop, events, and interpretive exhibits. Alameda 
Parkway over the hogback was closed to motor 
vehicles in 2008, improving the safety of visitors 
to the track sites on the east side, as well as to the 
historic bone quarries on the west. In 2011, the 
Friends expanded their umbrella to encompass 
the historic Parfet clay pits (now known as Tric-
eratops Trail at Parfet Prehistoric Preserve).

Each year, more than 40,000 visitors take guided 
tours of Dinosaur Ridge from the Visitor Cen-
ter; 60,000 more walkers informally access the 
Ridge, reading informational signs about the 
fossils and geol-
ogy. In 2014, the 
Friends opened a 
second “Discovery 
Center” to provide 
access and interpre-
tive services to the 
west side of Dino-
saur Ridge. �e new 
Center includes 
exhibits, a base for 
programs, a prehis-
toric garden, o�ces, 
and a gift shop. Its 
pre-launch celebra-
tion attracted 170 
guests for beer and 

barbecue on July 4, 2014, as well as a lofty view 
of �reworks from the top of the Ridge. 

�roughout the organization’s 25-year history, 
the Friends of Dinosaur Ridge have mastered 
the art of engagement. Many of their volunteers 
and board members are practicing or retired ge-
ologists and other professionals, giving them a 
sound basis for scienti�c interpretation. �ey 
have attracted major funding from the Adolph 
Coors, Boettcher, Harvey Family, and Gates 
Family foundations, as well as organizations like 
the American Association of Petroleum Geolo-
gists, and are regularly supported by the Scien-
ti�c and Cultural Facilities District, the Greater 
Denver Area Gem and Mineral Council, and 
Rocky Mountain Association of Geologists. 
More than 50 corporations and foundations and 
100 individuals stepped forward to support the 
purchase and development of the new Discovery 
Center. For their impressive accomplishments in 
protecting Je�co’s earliest history and their stew-
ardship of these nationally recognized sites, we 
are pleased to present to present the 2014 Meyer 
Award to the Friends of Dinosaur Ridge. 
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Each year, Friends 
of Dinosaur Ridge 
sponsors a Fossils 
and Fun Summer 

Camp where 
participants can 
measure tracks, 

follow the footsteps 
of dinosaurs, and 
learn about local 

dinosaurs. 
Amber Cain

The new Dinosaur 
Ridge Discovery 

Center was opened 
in summer 2014 

near Entrance 1 to 
Red Rocks Park. 

S.L. White
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