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J

ohn William Green,
Sr. arrived in Buffalo in September 1879.
He was 16 years of age
and had traveled from
his birth place in Independence, Virginia.
He was employed by
the Morrison Timber
Company as a logger
and made his first home, a lean-to built between
two large granite boulders, along Buffalo Creek.
He worked as a logger and by 1883 he owned the
store, “J.W.Green, Dealer in Everything”.
Between 1885 and 1888, he acquired a hotel, sawmill and a house with lots along the North Fork of
the South Platte River.
His sawmill supplied railroad ties for the Denver Tramway. In the heyday of business, five spur
tracks were built for unloading merchandise and
loading lumber. Every day 25 to 30 cars of lumber
were shipped to Denver. In 1937 when the railroad
pulled up the tracks, trucks were used to deliver
the lumber.
In 1886, President Grover Cleveland appointed
J.W. Green, Sr., Postmaster of Buffalo Creek. He
maintained that position until 1915, when his
son took over the position. By 1899, Mr. Green
was a deputy sheriff for Buffalo Creek and the surrounding area. He oversaw voting from the time he
bought the store until his death in 1948.
Mr. Green worked his way up from a newcomer to
the new Denver, South Park and Pacific Railroad
stop called “Buffalo” to a successful businessman,
postmaster, deputy sheriff and community activist
to provide for the residents of Buffalo Creek.
John William Green, Sr. was elected to the Jefferson County Historical Commission Hall of Fame
in 2014.

M

arian Moeller Metsopoulos,
a native of Chanute, Kansas,
attended Kansas State University, receiving a BS Degree in Home Economics. From the University of Texas
Medical School, in Dallas, TX, she
earned a Masters in Medical Art. She
married Major William Metsopoulos,
a career Air Force navigator, and had
a daughter, Lisa Norris. On his retirement in 1964, the family moved to the Lakewood area.
A horticulturist at heart, Marian planned the landscaping of their
garden, which was opened to the public for tours. In 1969 she volunteered as “gardener” at the Foothills Art Center, and then served
as director for 18 years. She worked with artists to promote watermedia and oil paintings, sculpture, pottery, quilting, weaving,
jewelry, needlework, poetry, and music. At that time the Rocky
Mountain National Watermedia Exhibition was born and is still
bringing watermedia paintings from throughout the United States
to Golden. She initiated the Holiday Arts Market, attracting large
crowds to the Center. Marian is an award-winning member of the
Embroiderers’ Guild of America.
As past president of the Applewood Reliques, a chapter of the
Questers International, she has written grants for preservation and
restoration of the Creighton Pumphouse and the Wide Acres Interurban Trolley Stop, now on the grounds of Lakewood’s Twentieth Century Museum. She published a booklet on the history of
the Consolidated Mutual Water Company.
In 1995, with Marian’s leadership, the Lakewood Historical Society had two structures placed on the National Register of Historic
Places: Davies’ Chuck Wagon Diner and the 1888 Schnell Farm.
The Register of Historic Landmarks in Lakewood now lists 22
structures, thanks to much diligent work. She was instrumental
in leading a group to refurbish the WWII Memorial, which bears
the names of Lakewood High School’s students lost in World War
II. Marian has edited The Lakewood Historian, a quarterly newsletter for the Society, for 22 years. She also created the Dennis
Vanderhoof Lakewood History Essay Contest with prizes totaling
$2,000, received each year from the estate of Mr. Vanderhoof. The
winners are published in The Lakewood Historian.
Marian was elected to the Jefferson County Historical Commission Hall of Fame in 2014.
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Preserving Prehistory: Friends of Dinosaur Ridge
Meyer Award for Historic Preservation

W

hen a small group assembled over
breakfast in 1988 with a shared vision of protecting Jeffco’s prehistoric
heritage, many of those in attendance didn’t realize the magnitude of the project they were undertaking. Twenty-five years later, the Friends of
Dinosaur Ridge (FoDR) have become one of the
great success stories of volunteer commitment in
the Front Range and are the 2014 recipients of
the Norman and Ethel Meyer Historic Preservation Award.
Dr. Martin Lockley of the University of Colorado Denver, who first researched dinosaur track
fossils here in the late 1980s, promoted the protection and public ownership of the area. In fact,
the hogback was already owned by Jefferson Co.
Open Space, with a right-of-way along Alameda
Parkway that was part of Denver Mountain Parks.
In 1988, theft of dinosaur tracks was reported
in the newspapers, creating interest in preservation of this unusual resource, and the group that
gathered to do so included representatives of the
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), the Denver
Museum of Nature and Science, the Colorado
Department of Transportation, Colorado School
of Mines, Rocky Mountain Association of Geologists, Chevron, and Amoco
Production Co., as well
as Jefferson County and
Morrison. Retired USGS
paleobotanist Dr. Richard
Scott is credited with suggesting the name “Dinosaur Ridge,” a parallel to
the West Slope’s Dinosaur
Valley.

the Ridge received recognition on the State Register of Historic Places. In 1973, the quarries on
the Ridge had been designated a National Natural Landmark (NNL), but this honor was not officially celebrated until 2004, when a plaque was
placed at the bone quarry site on the west side
of the Ridge. In 2011, with the submission of a
second evaluation, the NNL was expanded from
60 to 84 acres, and now includes three track
sites near Golden in addition to the two original
quarry sites. The Morrison-Golden Fossil Area
is the only NNL in Jefferson County and one of
14 statewide.
Under the leadership of Executive Director Joe
Tempel, who has been involved since the early
days, and dedicated volunteers on the Board of
Directors, the Friends of Dinosaur Ridge have
published dozens of books, guidebooks, and
reports, as well as regular annual reports and
newsletters. Many of these report research by
Dr. Lockley that provides new scientific insights.
This collection constitutes a substantial contribution to the historic record of the fossil sites
and of the organization’s development.

“It is still a magical
organization… the
level of commitment
and energy among the
people who are part
of the group is just
phenomenal…”
—Ginny Mast, former
Director of Colorado
School of Mines Geology
Museum and early FoDR
board member, in 1999

Spectators with Joe
Tempel, Dinosaur
Ridge Executive
Director, and Rick
Frost, National Park
Service Regional
Office, at the
dedication of the
Morrison Fossil Area
National Natural
Landmark, May
2004.
S.L. White

Since those early days, the
Friends have partnered
with numerous organizations to protect their original concern, the hogback at
Alameda Parkway, officially
renamed Dinosaur Ridge
in 1994. That same year,
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