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Saving the
Bradford
Perley House
Story on pg 2
Interior of the house before
the restoration began. As we
celebrate the 150th
anniversary of Jefferson
County, it is important to
preserve our past.
Photograph courtesy of the Ken-Caryl
Ranch Historical Society Archives
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Saving the Bradford Perley House on Ken-Caryl
Ranch in Jefferson County

Restoration of
the Bradford
Perley House.
Photographs courtesy
of the Ken-Caryl
Ranch Historical
Society Archives
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By Dolores A. Ebner of the Ken-Caryl Ranch
Historical Society
estled among the southern foothills of
Jefferson County is the historic
Bradford Perley House. This property
dates to 1859 when, on December 7, Major
Robert Boyles Bradford purchased the first
property on what is today Ken-Caryl Ranch.
An existing stone cabin was augmented by the
connecting front mansion built by Bradford
and completed in 1872. The house was built of
sandstone, quarried nearby.
In February 1860, Bradford started the
Bradford Road which ran to the mines in
Breckenridge, Tarryall, Hamilton and the
Gregory diggings. The road was known as
“The Terrible Bradford Road” because of the

N

steepness of the road. The road ran from the
mouth of Cherry Creek through the presentday entrance to Ken-Caryl Ranch on the
valley entrance or west side and then north to
the Bradford Perley house.
Never used as a stage stop, the house
became a place for settlers and miners to
enjoy a piece of pie or cup of coffee provided
by Fanny E. Miller who eventually married
Bradford in 1876. After 1860, Major
Bradford changed the direction of the road
and ran it over Morrison Road and Weaver
Gulch coming south to Ken-Caryl Ranch.
Morrison Road was known at that time as
Bradford Road. At Conifer Junction, the road
joined other paths to continue into the
mountains. The road ran for seven years until

1867 when a better road came through Turkey
Creek Canyon. Apple trees planted by Major
Bradford still produce fruit today. The KenCaryl Ranch Historical Society is trying to
propagate more apple trees of the same variety
as the older trees die. These trees are the
Heirloom series, Ben Davis variety.
Bradford moved onto the ranch in 1861 and
lived there until his death in 1876. His widow
lost the property and moved to Denver to live
with his nephew, M.J. McNamara, who started
the Denver Dry Goods Co. In 1863, Civil War
recruiting was done at Bradford by Col. John
M. Chivington, prior to the Sand Creek
Massacre. The Bradford Perley house is the only
remaining Civil War site in Jefferson County.
After a series of short term owners, James
Adams Perley purchased the property from
Huldah Sours in 1895. He could trace his
heritage to John Adams and John Quincy
Adams. He walked to Colorado from Enos,
Vermont, where his relatives still live today. The
Perley family were dairy farmers who lived on
the Bradford Perley property until the death of
Perley, and the property was sold by his eldest
son in 1926. No improvements such as water
or electricity were made to the property during
the Perley era.
In 1926, John C. Shaffer, the adjacent
neighbor, bought the Bradford Perley site for
$1,000. Mr. Shaffer was the owner of the Rocky
Mountain News and the Chicago Evening Post,
along with many other newspapers. He made
his original fortune by purchasing and
enlarging electric car lines in Indiana. He
purchased 3,500 acres on the ranch in Oct.
1913. He commissioned the architect Edbrooke
to build his home, called the Manor House,
which is still standing today. He and his wife
Virgie had two sons, Kent and Carroll Shaffer.
The ranch was named for them. The name
Ken-Caryl Ranch still exists today.
Among his many interests, Shaffer cultivated
and entertained many notables at the ranch
such as President Theodore Roosevelt and
President William Howard Taft. He also
entertained Will Rogers and Mary Garden.
Princess Tsianiana, daughter of Tecumseh, was a
frequent visitor as well. John C. Shaffer hired
Frank Jay Smith in 1917 and gave him free
reign to run the ranch. This began the advance

of the Hereford breed of cattle in the United
States. By purchasing Prince Domino and then
Deacon, a grand champion winner at the
International Livestock Show in Chicago,

Cattle outside
the Bradford
Perley House
during its
ranching period.

Princess
Tsianiana,
daughter of
Tecumseh, was a
frequent visitor
to the Bradford
Perley House.
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Carroll Shaffer's
group of
musicians from
the University
of Chicago.
They called
themselves “The
Indians.” They
came to play for
entertainment
many times and
enjoyed
horseback
riding and other
amenities.

Shaffer with the help of the offspring of these
champions dominated the cattle scene until
1949. By 1969, Prince Domino was still ranked
11th in the permanent register of merit, even
though he had been dead for 20 years.
In 1922, the French Government conferred
upon Shaffer the medal of the “Legion of
Honor” for his international service to “decent”
journalism. His nickname was “Mr. Clean.” In
the early 1930s, after suffering financial
reversals, Shaffer borrowed against the ranch
from Boettcher, Bonfils and Bennett, known as

Interior of the house before the restoration began.
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the “Three Bs.”
He forfeited the
ranch and moved
back to Chicago
and Evanston,
Illinois taking his
extensive artwork
collection with
him. He deeded
his home to
Northwestern
University with
the understanding
that he would
finish his life
there. He died in
October 1943, at
the age of 89.
In 1967, when
the ranch was
owned by Cap
McDannald, a
Texas oilman, the Bradford Perley House caught
fire, and the interior was gutted. In 1971, Johns
Manville purchased the property and started a
planned community. They made some attempts
to restore the interior walls of the Bradford
Perley house, evidenced by work visible today.
However, plans for finishing the work were
never completed by the company.
An early historical committee on the ranch
made some attempts to start restoration but
never succeeded. In 1996, Martin Burdick, a
resident of the north ranch started a new
committee eventually called the Ken-Caryl
Ranch Historical Society (KCRHS). Committee
members numbered about ten at this time.
Efforts were made to restore the Bradford Perley
House site, but were thwarted by lack of interest
by residents and a costly estimate for
restoration.
In 1997, the historical society nominated the
Bradford Perley House for State Historic
designation, and it is listed by the State as such.
About this time the leadership of the historical
society changed hands; and Don Ebner, a
member of the Jefferson County Historic
Commission, and Delores A. Ebner took the
leadership role of the (KCRHS).
Adding several interested new members to

the roster, Mrs. Ebner also started a column in
the local newspaper, Life at Ken-Caryl, called
“Did You Know?” The column consisted of
historical and archaeological information about
the ranch. The Column is still going strong
today, some thirteen years later, and still
garnering an interest in history. Dr. Jonathan
Kent, anthropologist at the Metropolitan State
College, was consulted and asked about doing
an archaeological historical excavation at the
Bradford Perley site. He eagerly agreed. He and
his students have been doing excavations at the
Bradford Perley House site since that time.
He is presently excavating the Ice House
site, which was still standing in the early 1990s
as well as outbuilding sites adjacent to the
house. His work is pro bono. Other work has
been done by Dr. Larry Conyers of the
University of Denver and Dr. John Gormley of
the Colorado School of Mines and students of
those institutions. Raising money for the
preservation of the Bradford Perley house was a
long process.
Dale Heckendorn, formerly of the Colorado
Historical Society (CHS), provided great
insight and suggested preserving the site as a
‘ruin.’ This gave an entirely new outlook to the
project, and CHS proceeded with a wide
variety of fund raisers. The KCRHS chair
attended many of the Ken-Caryl Ranch Master
Association meetings to raise awareness of the
need to preserve this most important historic
site on the ranch.
KCRHS held bake sales, made artifacts from
the 135-year-old apple trees on the Bradford
property as well as apple pies from the apples,
which though wormy, were painstakingly
pared. These efforts were great, but did not
bring in much money. After a great deal of
thought, it was decided to embark on larger
fund raisers such as: wine tastings, which were
highly successful with members, and soliciting
auction gifts for the silent auction. Suddenly,
the KCRHS was bringing in some big dollars
and its coffers started to grow. They also
founded the annual Bike/Runner Race(s) at
Ken-Caryl Ranch, which has grown into a
much anticipated yearly event. Jerry Jones, the
present chairman, oversees this event.
Consulting was done with personnel from

CHS with regards to which steps to take. This
was all done over a period of nine years. The
KCRHS also nominated the Bradford Perley
House to Colorado Preservation, Inc., for three
years in a row as the “Most Endangered Site”
in Colorado and were turned down. Milly
Roeder, of the Jefferson County Historic
Commission, approached KCRHS to again
nominate the Bradford Perley House for the
“Most Endangered Site” designation. This time
it was accepted and won placement, providing
the catalyst and publicity needed.
Ron Franscell, of the Denver Post,
interviewed Don and Dolores Ebner and did a
full page story with pictures in one of the
Sunday editions. Suddenly, relatives of previous

Don and Dolores
Ebner in period
costume at the
restored site.
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Early photo of
the Bradford
Perley House.
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owners of the ranch came forward to join in
the preservation efforts. Efforts were made by
members of the KCRHS with slide
presentations, talks, and tours to any group
that would have KCRHS! The KCRHS raised
a lot of money this way.
Karen Van Gundy, granddaughter of Emma
Perley, provided much needed background on
the Perley family. John J. Holmes, Jr.,
grandson of Cap McDannald, along with his
sister Milly, spent his summers on the ranch
and provided excellent information on that
era. Darla Shaffer and Bill Clinkenbeard
provided information on the Shaffer era along
with Judi Devlin Huntington and Kate
Garrison, grandchildren of John C. Shaffer.
Many others contributed to the archives at
Ken-Caryl Ranch.
One member of KCRHS applied for 40
grants. Four were accepted and funded. This
gave the boost needed to provide ⅓ of the
funds for preserving the Bradford Perley
House. Members of the Ken-Caryl Ranch
Master Association, who own the property at
the Bradford Perley site, were suitably
impressed with the efforts and gave a large
financial donation to preserve the site. At this
point, Hoehn & Hoehn Architects were hired
to submit an estimate on costs of preserving
the Bradford Perley House. They in turn
suggested Building Restoration Services of
Denver and Atkinson Noland Engineering of
Boulder, who were cooperative and gave
unstintingly of their time and encouraged the
KCRHS. A better group could not have been
found.

This encouragement, which could not be
measured, was very important to morale. The
KCRHS applied to the State Historic Fund
for help on the project. The estimate was
accepted and supervised by Nan Rickey of the
state. She worked closely with the architects
and engineers and stone mason, Chris Wolfe
of Nostalgic Stone. Hours and hours of
volunteer time were expended by members of
the historical society at Ken-Caryl Ranch.
The project was finished with a surplus of
money that was returned to the state. The
Bradford Perley House was listed as “SAVED”
by Colorado Preservation, Inc. in 2006.
If there is one important message here, it is
not to give up. Persevere in your project. At
the height of the commitment of the
KCRHS, there were only 12 members yet,
look at what was accomplished. Today, tours
are given to school children on the basics of
history and archaeology and the importance
of saving sites like this for future generations.
Tours of the Bradford Perley House are
available by calling the ranch house at KenCaryl Ranch at (303) 979-1876 to schedule.
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DeForest, Colorado, Birthplace of the Electronic Age,
or the Forgotten Home of a Two-Million-Dollar Fraud?
By Wayne Gilbert
lthough the
community of
Deforest,
Colorado, no longer exits
and is remembered only
by a few, this community
has been the site where
fortunes changed hands,
where shattered dreams
became reality, and where
it could be argued that
the electronic age was
born. It is these events,
whether legitimate or
fraudulent, that make
DeForest, Colorado, more
than a footnote in history.
DeForest, Colorado,
began its life
inauspiciously, as a small
slice of unnamed high
desert prairie, labeled by
the original government
survey as ‘ungood land,
suitable only for grazing a
few cows or buffalo.’
Thus it was created, and
thus it remained until
John Neal homesteaded
the site in 1873. The 80acre parcel was too small
and too barren to provide
for the needs of a growing
family, but it did have one
major asset. It lay astride
the trail that linked
Denver to Golden and
the gold mines
surrounding Central City and Idaho Springs.
Furthermore, it was located at just the right
distance from both Denver and Golden to
make it a logical rest stop for those traveling
the trail.
The Neal family were hospitable people, and
soon the site became known as a place where

A

you could get a good home-cooked meal while
your horse rested in the pasture near the spring.
At first only miners and prospectors stopped at
the site on their way to the gold fields of
Central City and Gregory Gulch, carrying their
dreams in their heads and their tools in their
packs. Many of these prospectors would

This photo of a
telegraph operator
is believed to have
been taken in one
of DeForest’s
wireless telegraph
stations.
Courtesy of the
Antique Wireless
Association
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remember the site and stop again as they
headed back toward Denver and the homes
they had left, with different dreams and much
lighter packs.
As time passed, Denver grew into a
commercial center, and Golden became the
territorial capital. Stages and wagons replaced
the miners and prospectors on the trail. All
the while, the site’s reputation for providing
hospitality and good pasture ensured that it
would remain the place for drivers to stop for
a change of teams and a quick meal on their
way either up or down the trail. True, there
was something about the site that never
attracted many outsiders to stay, and it never
grew into a community. It was as though the
site, like the surrounding prairie, knew to
patiently await the proper time to bloom.
Old habits are hard to break, and in 1892,
when the railroads replaced the freight
wagons, the site became the logical place for a
railroad siding. No longer did wagon drivers
pause their teams here to be refreshed from
the rigors of the trail. Now the only travelers
who stopped were the local farmers and their
families. As the site waited, dormant, it
seemed to have little chance of surviving as a
community. Small and unassuming, it still
didn’t even have a proper name.
However, while the site was forced to wait
for its transformation, the outside world
didn’t. The Twentieth Century was rapidly
bringing changes in the way Americans lived
and thought, but for Coloradans these rapid
changes also brought a time of contradictions
and frustration. Coloradans became
cosmopolitan enough to debate the merits of
digging a canal to link the Atlantic and
Pacific oceans, even while they still had to
watch as the few automobiles in the area
struggled over the muddy roads that crossed
the state. Eastern newspapers carried stories of
“aero-planes” and gliders flying over Europe,
while Coloradans struggled to build a railroad
through mountains that reached higher than
these flying machines could soar. This sense
of grappling to catch up with the quickly
changing world created a feeling of anxiety in
many Coloradans. The rich resorted to
building mansions and taking trips to
Europe, while the poor looked for ways to
become rich.
-8-

Just as gold and silver had originally brought
people to Colorado, now many hoped gold and
silver could finance the changes that would
bring Coloradans into the new century. Most
quickly realized that although prospecting and
mining could make a few people wealthy, it was
speculation that could provide riches for
everyone who had invested even the smallest
amount in the venture. Even the densest person
could see that ‘today’s simple hole in the
ground could be tomorrow’s gold mine,’ and
anyone lucky enough to have invested in a
particular hole, could become rich.
It was into this fantasy world of eager
speculators that Dr. Lee DeForest and his gang
of promoters came, hoping to take Colorado by
storm. They arrived in Colorado in 1904 like a
modern day version of Butch Cassidy’s ‘Hole in
the Wall Gang,’ intending in the best Cassidy
tradition to leave the state with their bags
packed with Colorado gold and a posse
following in a distant cloud of dust.
Soon DeForest and his business partner,
Abraham White, promoted an article in the
Denver Post, telling of contracts being sought
for the installation of a new wireless station by
the American DeForest Wireless Telegraphy
Company. With that, the site that was to be
DeForest, Colorado, stirred, preparing to take
its place in history.
By March of 1905, the DeForest
organization had rented office space in
downtown Denver and within a month,
Denver’s Rocky Mountain News and Boulder’s
Daily Camera were reporting that Boulder’s
news stories were being transmitted from
Boulder to Denver via DeForest’s wireless
telegraph system. Abraham White had done his
promotional work well, and Colorado
speculators eagerly lined up to buy stock in this
new technology.
As the summer of 1905 rolled on, Colorado
investors’ money rolled in. Wireless telegraphy
stations were installed in Colorado Springs,
Fort Collins, and Cheyenne. There was even a
proposed link with Kansas City via a station in
Salina, Kansas. By fall it was estimated that
Colorado speculators had purchased more than
$1 million dollars in DeForest’s wireless
telegraphy stock. This was good news to the
promoters, although they must have known
that the new system still wasn’t working as a

practical
replacement for
wire telegraphy.
Soon a few
doubters were
beginning to
emerge to
question the
motives of the
DeForest
organization as
well as the
capabilities of the
DeForest
equipment. As a
result of these
growing concerns,
on October 1905,
the Denver Post
printed an article
asking if the
American
DeForest Wireless
Telegraphy’s system was a fake. The DeForest
dream was in trouble, and DeForest and White
looked for ways to keep the dream alive and the
stock sales up.
At last, the time was right for that isolated
railway site six miles west of Denver to bloom. In
early 1906, it was chosen for the location of the
American DeForest Wireless Telegraphy
Company’s newest and largest station. This new
station would be the largest station of its type in
the world and would be equipped with the latest
DeForest equipment. The equipment was said to
be so powerful that the noise generated when the
transmitter’s key closed could be heard by anyone
standing within 100 yards. This made the site’s
isolated location very desirable to the DeForest
organization.
A faithful staff of DeForest employees was
recruited to travel the commuter railroad daily
from Denver to operate this new station. Soon
the train conductor was calling the stop
“DeForest Station;” and, at last, the site had a
proper name. The new station’s 160-foot antenna
drew spectators and speculators to view the new
installation; and soon the DeForest siding again
became a center of activity, midway between
Denver and Golden. It seemed to matter little
that messages transmitted from the site were
mostly demonstrations, only intended to

persuade the visitors to buy more stock in
DeForest’s company. What did matter was
that the site’s time had come, and although its
life wouldn’t last long; the lessons learned here
about wireless technology would secure
DeForest a place in both Colorado and world
history.
But even with the additional stock sales
created by the exciting new DeForest station,
the American DeForest Wireless Telegraph
Company remained in serious financial
trouble and by the end of 1907 was declared
bankrupt. Colorado speculators reportedly
had bought more than $2 million worth of
stock in DeForest’s now defunct wireless
telegraphy company during its approximate
two years in business and were left with little
more than worthless stock certificates and a
new community named DeForest, Colorado,
to show for it.
The dream over, DeForest and his gang left
town as they had originally planned with their
bags packed full of Colorado money. The
posse was nowhere to be seen, and with plans
for new promotions in other states already
underway. Wireless telegraphy technology
continued to improve and what was promised
of it in 1905, 1906, and 1907 became a
reality during the next ten years. In 1912 the

The copy of the
DeForest stock
certificate was
made from one
owned by the
author of this
article.
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Marconi company acquired the DeForest
brought radio, television, cellular phones,
wireless telegraphy patents and interests, and
and computers to the whole world.
by 1915 more than 700 land stations and
Today the community that was once the
5,000 ships were equipped to receive and
DeForest station has been scraped back to
transmit messages via wireless telegraphy.
bare earth, to be replaced by a parking area
The
for passengers
wireless
using RTD’s
telegraphy
light rail
station at
system. Once
DeForest,
again
Colorado,
travelers will
was closed in
pause only
1907, and the
briefly at the
site is now
site of the old
mostly
Neal farm in
forgotten. Dr.
hopes of
Lee DeForest
getting a
always
quick snack
claimed it was
from a
the
vendor before
knowledge he
traveling to
gained at
destinations
DeForest
in Denver or
This building is believed to be all that remained of DeForest’s wireless telegraph
station in 1990. Courtesy of Rick Ammon
Station that
Golden.
enabled him
DeForest,
to develop the electronic inventions needed
Colorado, located just off of Thirteenth and
to turn the new upstart technology of
Quail Street, is now only a small, mostly
electronics into one of the major innovations
forgotten part of the Jefferson County
of the Twentieth Century; an age that
community of Lakewood.
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Picnics With Jacques Benedict
By Alice Millett Bakemeier
n 1909, when one of Denver’s foremost
architects, Jacques Benedict, first arrived in
town, Denver had just discovered the
mountains.

I

Denver Mountain Parks
With the prodding of entrepreneur and
mountaineer John Brisben Walker, the Denver
Chamber of Commerce called together a
committee to investigate acquiring scenic
mountain property for city parks. The Real
Estate Exchange, realizing a great opportunity
to promote summer homes, joined the cause,
and a mill levy was passed to build roads and
finance the project. The third group on the
planning committee was the recently formed
Denver Motor Club, intent on the prospect of
challenging their new vehicles on improved
wagon trails. The Denver Mountain Parks
Committee, consisting of two representatives
from each of the three groups, first met in
1910. They then hired Frederick “Rick” Law
Olmsted, Jr., son of America’s “father of
landscape architecture,” to mastermind a plan.

This resulted in a 40-mile semi circular chain of
parks between Golden and Morrison.
These parks were placed in areas where severe
mountain storms could occur, so the committee
retained newly arrived architect Jacques Benedict
to design shelters for protection. As Olmsted
said in his 1914 report, “…for people who
cannot command automobiles…transportation
must be provided…and it is important to
provide that they may wait in case of storm
without being soaked or badly chilled…”
Blueprints for five of these shelters are carefully
preserved by the Western History Department of
the Denver Public Library. A visit to these
buildings reveals the elegance, sense of
proportion, artistic arrangement, and deft
craftsmanship that the architect demanded in
these simple rustic structures.

The Fillius Park
shelter is a well
proportioned,
imaginatively
designed
structure. It was
renovated by
Mountain Parks
staff in 2005.
Photograph ©
Kathryn Ordway

Jacques Benedict
Jules Jacques Benois Benedict was exceptionally
well educated. After attending Chicago schools
he studied architecture at the Ecole Beaux Arts
in Paris. He worked in firms in Chicago and
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before copyrights. He also had a
penchant for alcohol and women
and was divorced about 20 years
into his marriage. The charming
bachelor then became a popular
man-about-town and much
sought-after dinner partner.
Many a partner he drove to the
Denver Mountain Parks for a
picnic. We can’t exactly join this
130-year old gentleman, but we
can visit these shelters, which
embody his chief consuming
passions of mountains, motor
cars, architecture, and adventure.

Fillius Park

The shelter at
Bergen Park is a
convenient, open
building
constructed of
quartz.
Photograph ©
Kathryn Ordway
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New York and was a supervising architect of the
New York City Public Library. However, his
yearning for adventure took him west, and he
landed in Denver. He had a reverent feeling for
the hills. His spirits soared as he contemplated
the mountains. As he expressed it, “The impulse
is to sing, to get deeper and more intimately into
the big thing all about you. Just to stumble
about on the great rocks, to splash in the
cheerful little streams and be sheltered by the
century-old pines–any little act that seems as
significant as the hand clasp, that says, ‘I feel
myself up to this. I do like it so, I want to
become a part of it and never leave’.”
As a debonair, sophisticated bachelor
Benedict moved easily into Denver social circles.
Always immaculately dressed, he had even
retained a valet while a student in Paris. His
charm and witty storytelling made him a
welcome guest. Three years after his arrival, he
married socialite June Louise Brown, daughter of
a wealthy supplier of mining equipment. Despite
his popularity and appeal, Benedict could be
irascible and temperamental. He was a purist
and quite demanding when it came to his art,
and he carried an aristocratic cane that he
flamboyantly used to demolish inferior
workmanship. In his later years, he destroyed
many of his drawings so they wouldn’t be copied
or stolen by unscrupulous imitators in this era

The first picnic occurs two miles
from I-70 on Evergreen Highway
74. A short road to the right on
Bergen Parkway leads to Fillius
Park, a quiet 108-acre field dotted with
ponderosa pines. Benedict designed a gem of a
little shelter house in which to eat lunch or
escape sudden showers. Constructed of native
grey granite, red sandstone, and quartz, he
arranged the blocks to emphasize the color,
texture and reflective qualities of each stone. The
35-foot by 22-foot structure offers refuge and
relaxation while fading unobtrusively into the
surrounding landscape. Piles of identical rocks
line a gully fifty feet away. The four pillars
supporting the shelter gradually flare from three
to five feet thick, accommodating stone benches
carved into the base, a cool place to contemplate
the bluebirds and black squirrels. Windows
between the pillars and walls allow light inside,
and are decorated with cross twigs in the gable
openings. Unique to this shelter are four small
round windows, meticulously arranged from
chiseled trapezoid-shaped stones.
The fireplace and solid wall on the west
protect from occasional fierce mountain winds.
Over the fireplace, the long flat surface of a split
ponderosa log serves as a mantle. The framework
of long beams above the two picnic tables has
been blackened over time by smoky warming
fires. The roof, originally specified as shingle
shakes on the blueprint, has been replaced with
fireproof asphalt. Despite the proximity of the
highway, the spot is quiet and restful.

Bergen Park
Directly across the Evergreen
highway is the homestead
property that pioneer rancher
Thomas Bergen claimed in
1859. Although some of his
land is now a shopping center,
25 acres are preserved as an
accessible, pleasant wooded
park. Because of the
surrounding trees, the stone
shelter is already protected from
wind, so large window spaces
are feasible. This building is
constructed of small white
quartz rocks held together with
green mortar. The large fireplace
dominating the west end of this
long narrow building is flanked
by two stone benches, originally
specified as wood on the
blueprint. On a quiet weekday
afternoon one of the picnic
tables is the choice location for
an Iliff theology student to study in peace and
quiet. Another provides picnic space for a
grandmother and granddaughter after a shopping
outing. The other end of the shelter is extended
by an open concrete platform supporting four
large picnic tables, a good place to munch and
contemplate the decades of history that took
place in the surrounding woods.
Barely visible through the center of this park
are traces of the original wagon road, improved
during the 1910s and 1920s to challenge the
new popular craze, automobiles. It's nostalgic to
think back on the rollicking picnickers of the
Roaring Twenties, coaxing their Model Ts and
Oldsmobiles up the steep, bumpy dirt roads.
Light-hearted city folk braved the clouds of dust,
the mists of steam from overheated radiators, the
quack of squeezed horns, and the trembling of a
stalled car coming to a halt. From approaching
cars came laughter from the rumble seat and the
sputter of a struggling engine. Women in long
skirts with cartwheel hats pinned to their
elaborate hairdos spread out tablecloths and
napkins, set out the flatware, and unpacked the
hampers and baskets with such delicacies as
boiled tongue, ginger beer (in deference to
Prohibition), and some swell currant tarts.

Meanwhile men in ties, long corduroys and berets
watered their flivvers' radiators from the nearby
well house, stoked the fire for marshmallows,
marveled at Babe Ruth batting .847, reveled in
the soaring value of stocks, and discussed the
latest KKK atrocity.
The blueprints for these two picnic spots are
labeled respectively as “Shelter House for Denver
Mountain Parks,” dated May 14, 1917, and
“Shelter House No. 1,” undated. This set of five
original blueprints is especially valuable because
Benedict destroyed many of his original drawings.

Chief Hosa Lodge
was built in 1918
in Genesee,
Denver’s first
mountain park.
The native stone
in Chief Hosa
varies in shape,
size and artistic
arrangement.
Photograph ©
Kathryn Ordway

Chief Hosa Lodge
Although Genesee was the first mountain land
acquired by Denver, the Chief Hosa mountain
lodge was not built there until after World War I
ended in 1918. In his 1914 report to the Denver
Mountain Parks Committee, Olmsted also stated
his view on shelters: “The purpose of any shelters
in the Mountain Parks …is almost wholly an
emergency purpose to protect people caught in a
storm without a vehicle to protect them.”
Benedict concurred with Olmsted's concept of
shelters by implementing his own philosophy
about such buildings. In 1919 he wrote, “Hosa
Lodge was always there. It lay about before one's
-13-

The view from
Colorow Point.
Photograph ©
Kathryn Ordway

eyes as surface rock and spruce trees growing on
the very ledge upon which it stands today, as a
sort of collection of waste material at hand. We
simply piled up the rock in layers, leaving some
openings for light. When we had enough rock and
openings we laid the felled trunks across the top
and called it a lodge.” His eye for quality and

artistic arrangement injected
life into these sticks and
stones. This lodge is
composed of many types of
stone in a variety of shapes
and sizes. Some gray granite
blocks are ten times the size
of their adjacent colleagues,
and the arrangement isn't
necessarily in straight lines.
Rocks seem to be fitted
together helter-skelter,
resembling a random pile of
stones. The blueprints
specify stone steps leading to
the veranda of this lodge,
affording a magnificent
west-facing view of the
Continental Divide.
The two ends of the
lodge have high ceilings with hipped gable
roofs, now asphalt rather than the original
“felled trunks.” Through the arched
entrance doors is a large room with a maple
floor designated on the blueprint as Dance
Hall. “Guests may dance here, provided they
will wind their victrola before, with or
without meals,” Benedict explained.
Opening from there to the north is a
Retirement Room with a large inviting
fireplace and high ceiling. A lunch counter
on the south side of the Dance Hall serves
refreshments. The room beyond, marked as
Lunch Room, holds a stove, a refrigerator, a
sink, and a trap door in the floor that opens
to stairs leading to a small storage room in
the basement. Above the kitchen are two tiny
bedrooms, each with a closet. Chief Hosa is
now a popular site for parties, receptions,
summer weddings, or a simple picnic.

Colorow
The “Colorow
shelter” is actually
placed near the
Boettcher
Mansion in the
Lookout Mountain
Nature Center.
Photograph courtesy of
Alice Millett Bakemeier
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Olmsted's 40-mile arc of parks master plan
included a small piece of the mountains on
Lookout Mountain in Golden. Colorow Park
is a .537-acre area across the road from the
Lookout Mountain Nature Center. Although
small, Olmsted singled out this point of land
as a piece of Denver overlooking Clear Creek
Canyon. The blueprints that Benedict drew

for this shelter depict a small
octagonal structure with a
fireplace. There are seven arched
openings under a conical roof,
three for doors and four for
windows with wide window sills.
This gazebo, however, is not
located in Colorow Park but
across the street at the Lookout
Mountain Nature Center, nestled
in a small group of ponderosas.
Benches lining the inside walls
make this an ideal setting for
meetings or small nature classes
examining the glossy dark green
leaves of the native kinnikinnick
plant over peanut butter
sandwiches.

Corwina Park
The south portion of the chain of parks
runs along a hilly, scenic route beside
bubbling Bear Creek. Corwina Park spans
busy, curvy Route 74. To the south a
footbridge crosses the stream to a shelter
deftly designed to fit into the steep
hillside. From the ample front porch, three
arched doorways supply most of the light,
while three picnic tables and a small
fireplace invite picnickers to come inside.
The fireplace is flanked by small
symmetrical D-shaped windows. A stone
bench is set into the solid hillside wall.
In his 1912 report to the Mountain
Parks committee, Olmsted stated that “A
Mountain Park for Denver will be the first
step, and, perhaps the greatest step, in the
great movement of making our mountains
available for the people.” At Corwina
Park on a Sunday, this goal is fulfilled. On
the front porch of the shelter, facing the
creek, mothers relax and gossip while
watching their children splash in the
stream and play on the logs. Grandmas
hike up their skirts and wade in after
them. Husbands lounge on the bank with
a fishing pole in one hand and a beer in
the other. Mariachi music and odors of
fried tortillas fill the air.
Dodging the traffic across Route 74,

beyond the Corwina parking lot and down
wooden steps is a ponderosa grove with eight
picnic tables and a half a dozen grills. Ice
chests, thermoses, baby blankets, and diapers
cover the tables. Wheelchairs, both large and
small, help with the transportation of
extended families. Teenagers form volleyball
teams, men pitch horseshoes, and youngsters
work out on the swings.
After his early shelter designs, Benedict
spent the remaining three decades of his
outstanding career designing grand mountain
homes, magnificent churches, schools,
libraries, and numerous prestigious residences
in Denver. His trademark was detailed
ornamental stonework, often executed by
imported Italian craftsmen. Decorated
doorways and windows are usual in his urban
buildings. His masterpiece, St. Thomas
Seminary, exemplifies the intricate designs,
faultless workmanship and classic elegance for
which he is most remembered. However, one
of Benedict's most enduring legacies is his
genius for defining appropriate, inconspicuous
rustic architecture using completely
indigenous materials, as demonstrated in the
shelters of the Denver Mountain Parks.

Picnics beside
Bear Creek
make popular
family outings.
Photography
courtesy Mundus
Bishop Design

Source
Benedict, J.B., “Impressions and Reveries of a
Mountain Motorist,” Denver Municipal Facts, March 1919
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Lakewood’s Cider Days: Embracing the Past

Close up of one
of many classic
tractors at Cider
Days.
All photography ©
Angel Canann

A participant in
the classic
tractor pull.
Attached to the
tractor is a sled
where weight
can be added as
the pull
continues.
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By Angel Canann and Kathryn Ordway
akewood Cider Days has been a tradition in
the city for more than 30 years, almost as long
as the city has been officially incorporated.
While Lakewood itself may be young, only going
back to 1969, this is an area with a rich heritage that

L

comes to life at this family-friendly celebration
of rural history in the heart of a contemporary
city. The grounds at Belmar, the former home of
May Bonfils Stanton, daughter of one of the
founders of the Denver Post, are on almost any
other weekend of the year, an
unusual museum. This is a
museum of buildings on
display in the great outdoors. It
features a beauty shop, a school
house, a farm house, and other
buildings. During Cider Days,
these buildings and the spaces
around them come alive with
vendors, historic
demonstrations, petting zoos,
and, of course, cider stands.
One of the highlights of this
adventure, for city folks, would
have to be the tractor pull. For

the uninitiated, a tractor pull features tractors
pulling a weighted sled. This can be in head-tohead competition or just feature a single
competitor. For this event it is the tractors
themselves that are the real attraction. These
tractors are all classics going back to the early
Twentieth Century. The tractors making an
appearance at this event range from John Deeres
to Allis Chalmers, and from Olivers to Rumley
Oil Pulls, just to name a few. These classics were
all very obviously well loved, with their owners
taking great pride in the care and maintenance
of these machines. Today’s modern tractors have
come a long way from these humble roots. Large
farms now use tractors that utilize satellite
technology and global positioning systems to
plot the most efficient routes and to drive the
tractors without human operators.
Continuing around the grounds you might
encounter horse-drawn wagons making their
way through the scenic area of the park. You
might also get a glimpse of the barrel train
carrying its young passengers. Some of those
youngsters might also be seen taking a ride on
burros while wearing helmets, allowing the
videogame generation an opportunity to
discover a much simpler mode of transportation.
Other livestock also make an appearance at the
festival in a petting zoo. Animals
such as sheep and goats, as well
as a Scottish Highlands bull,
delight both children and adults
who happen by the enclosure.
The petting zoo also features
hand sanitizer for washing up
after petting the animals.
Cider Days features many
groups exhibiting their interests
and talents. The Front Range
Antique Power Association
displays many different types of
machines pumping away. The old
saw mill processes lumber,
turning it into finished boards
using old-fashioned machinery
and methods, including a large
belt that spans most of the yard.
This demonstrates the dangerous
nature of the lumber industry on
a small scale.

Lila Burkholder shows off her knitting skills, an
old-fashioned art that is becoming hip again in the
Twenty-First Century with more than 26 million
hits on Google and blogs galore on the topic. Don
Martinson practices chair-caning, where one weaves
long strands of cane through holes in the structural
supports of the chair. Completing a seat for one
chair can take hours. Al Padilla does woodworking
just outside of the barn. Other demonstrations
included lace-making, rug-hooking and basketmaking, all of which provide a glimpse into the

One of the
tractors that is
on permanent
display at Belmar.

Burro rides at
Cider Days.
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Here, using
machinery from
the turn of the
century, the
exhibitors
process timber
into finished
boards.

Ponies in the
petting zoo at
Cider Days. The
event also
provided hand
sanitizer to clean
up with after
petting the
animals.
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necessary artistry of the past, while simultaneously
allowing one to appreciate the convenience of the
modern age.
Cider Days’ biggest draw is an abundance of
fresh-pressed apple cider. It is served hot or cold
depending on the drinker’s preference. Adults can
even find hard cider being served. If you can’t get
enough apple cider while attending the event, you

can always purchase some to
take home with you. Those who
are truly ambitious can even
make their own. There are
vendors selling many varieties of
apples, as well as peaches and
pears, to allow you to customize
your cider blend to your taste.
For those who are novices,
mixes of the ideal cider apples
are available. Once your
produce is purchased, it is on to
the cider press itself. Many of
the presses at the event date to
the late 1800s.
As the pressing begins, you
feed your apples into the top of
the machine to chip them down
into smaller pieces; do be careful
of your hands, though, as the
blades doing the cutting are sharp and moving at
quite a clip. Once the apples are broken down,
they are physically pressed using a vise-like device.
From this pressing flows the cider–some of the
freshest and the best you will ever taste, as you’ve
made it yourself. To accompany your cider, apple
fritters are sold nearby by Warren Tech students.
Warren Tech is the trade school for Jefferson

County Public
Schools and
offers programs
from masonry
to welding to
culinary arts.
Here, the
culinary arts
students have
created a
wonder of fried
apples that is
quite addictive
and
wonderfully
fresh, while at
the same time
training for
their careers.
One can
experience the
professionalism
of the Warren
Tech culinary
program at a
studentmanaged
restaurant that
is open to the
public on their
campus in
Lakewood. The
Warren Tech
students are not
the only group
of ambitious
young people
showing at this
event. The 4-H
group was also
at Cider Days,
accompanied
by some very fashionable goats, who were
wearing sun visors.
Having consumed all of one’s apple treats, one
could wander over to the stage and enjoy the live
entertainment. A variety of acts entertain, with a
wide range from barbershop quartets to country
acts to bluegrass bands. In all, this is an event
that brings history alive. It is a wonderful place
for the youth of a once-rural county to see what

Pressing the
apples into cider.

life was like before cars and other conveniences
changed Jefferson County into a suburban
environment. At Cider Days you can actually taste
the history. With the sesquicentennial of Jefferson
County beginning in 2009, coinciding with the
40th anniversary of the incorporation of
Lakewood, embracing our past and encouraging
the young to embrace it with us is a key to
preserving our heritage.
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JEFFERSON COUNTY
Laura Miller
Community Leader, Legislator
Laura Miller and her husband Bob moved to
Colorado from Texas in 1950, purchasing a
five-acre plot on West Bowles Avenue in rural
Jefferson County. When her two children
were enrolled at Bear Creek, the
only school in southern part of
Jefferson County, her work
on school issues began.
She worked for the creation of the countywide R-l school district and helped
pass the first bond
issue, raising
money to build
new schools.
She was active
in PTA and
served on the
School Names
Advisory Committee for 47
years.
She has been
an active and
responsible citizen,
who sincerely cared
for the welfare of her
community. Laura was
elected as a Colorado State
Representative in 1970 and
served until 1976. An effective lawmaker, she served as Vice-Chair of the
Education Committee and was a key leader in
implementing the school finance act, which
ensured the equitable funding for schools in the
state. Laura’s influence in land development
was most significant in the legislative acts that

required local land use jurisdictions to plan
properly for future growth.
Laura served as a director on the Jefferson
County Library board for 10 years. During
that time, five new libraries were
built throughout the county,
and the district became
financially independent
through a dedicated
county-wide mill levy.
She was instrumental and had
direct influence
on the quality of
political leadership that was
elected in the
county. She
was a dedicated
campaign advisor for Sheriff
Harold Bray and
Commissioner
Chet Hoskinson.
In addition, her
guidance and
insight helped elect
County Clerks, Treasurers, District Attorneys,
Congressmen, and Senators.
Laura’s lifetime of positive
contributions has provided benefits
to many people, and her ability to envision a responsible solution is a unique characteristic that is worthy of recognition.
Laura was elected to the Jefferson County
Historical Commission Hall of Fame on
October 23, 2009.

Photo courtesy of the Miller family
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HALL OF FAME
Marjorie “Bunny” Clement
County Commissioner
Marjorie “Bunny” Clement was born in Denver on
September 3, 1922, attended Kent School for Girls
and Beverly Hills High School, graduating from
South Denver High and the University of
Colorado at Boulder. She married Lt.
Robert F. Clement on March 21,
1942. Bunny was an active
supporter of the Jefferson
County Libraries, the
Westernaires and the
Denver Art Museum.
She was involved in
Cub Scouts, 4-H,
Christy Sports Ski
Races, and PTA.
She was a district
director of the
Alpha Phi sorority, a founding
member of the
Foothills’ Republican Women, and
a member of the
Jefferson County
Historical Commission and the Jefferson
County Historical
Society.
In December 1981,
after the unexpected death of
her husband, Commissioner
Robert F. Clement, Bunny was
appointed to fill the vacancy. She was later
elected and served in this position until 1993.
Bunny was instrumental in the development of the
County’s Open Space Program. She had a vision
and was committed to build the Jefferson County
Government Center. Today it is considered one of

the premier government centers in the
nation. She was chair of the Denver
Regional Council of Governments, where
she played an important role in the completion of C-470, planning for light rail,
lobbying for federal highway
funds, and promoting senior
programs. She was the first
Jefferson County Commissioner to be President of Colorado
Counties, Inc., and
was the Colorado
representative to
the National Association of Counties. Bunny was
Chair of the
Boundary Control Commission,
which was instrumental in preventing Denver from
splitting Jefferson
County apart by
annexation.
Bunny died February 7, 2004, and is survived by a daughter, son,
five grandchildren and a
great-granddaughter. She was a
public servant; her love, dedication,
and commitment to the citizens of Jefferson
County deserves the honor of being in the
Hall of Fame.
Bunny was elected to the Jefferson County Historical Commission Hall of Fame on
October 23, 2009.

Photo courtesy of Jefferson County
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Sesquicentennial Ghost

By Richard Gardner
side from Golden’s 150th birthday, this
year Jefferson County passes the
sesquicentennial milestones of two more
of its original towns, which were created during
the gold rush in 1859.

A

Golden Gate City
Golden Gate City was established in July
1859 at the entrance to Golden Gate Canyon.
Located strategically at the entrance of the road
to the Gregory Diggings of today’s Gilpin
County, it was an early competitor to Golden.
The members of its town company were
President Thomas L. Golden, Charles Fletcher,
H.S. Hawley, William G. Preston, and J.S.
Rogers. The place was named for Golden, who
laid out the townsite and established the toll
gate. Preston was the secretary of the town
company. Soon a number of modest log
structures popped up, and Lincoln’s Addition
was platted on the southern edge.
One of the earliest descriptions of Golden
Gate City comes from the Rocky Mountain Gold
Reporter & Mountain City Herald of August 6,
1859. It reported “Golden Gate. – This place is
situated at the very mouth of the ravine
-22-

entrance into the mountains, which gives it an
advantage in a business point of view, over some
other places. There are already several business
houses in operation and a goodly number of
inhabitants.” The Rocky Mountain News on
September 10, 1859, reported when its author
visited town on August 23:
“Fording the river at the point made famous
by the passage of Horace Greeley on a refractory
mule, we diverged from the old road, and in a
short distance entered the mountains at Golden
Gate, a city with ambitious name and some
eight or ten houses, occupying a commanding
site, overlooking its rival – Golden City – and
the plains for many miles.”
The Golden Gate Town Company donated
free lots during the winter months to anyone
who would build there. The new Gate City
Hotel held its gala opening ball April 6, 1860,
which was described in the Western
Mountaineer:
“A grand inauguration ball was given on
Friday evening last by Capt. W.G. Preston
& Bro., on the occasion of the opening of
the Gate City Hotel, at Golden Gate. A
large number of ladies were present, whose
gay dresses, ringing laughter and winning

Towns of Jefferson County

On the left is a
historic image of
Golden Gate City
dated 1860. On
the right is a photograph of Golden
Gate City in 2008
confirming the
authenticity of the
first image.

smiles forcibly reminded us of our young
days; when, in far off America, we essayed to
‘Trip the light fantastic toe,’ and thought we
were ‘some.’ The supper was to us quite a
surprise – such an array of delicacies we did
not expect to see in this region; the tables, (to
use an original expression) literally groaned
beneath the weight of good things. Dancing
was kept up till the ‘wee sma’ hours’ when all
went home apparently surfeited with
pleasure. Success to the Gate
City Hotel.”
The town provided a fine
sanctuary for miners driven out
of the mountains for the winter.
“Gate City,” as it came to be
nicknamed, soon grew into a
somewhat respectable center of
commerce. By the spring of
1860, two stage lines were
running through it to Mountain
City. At this time Golden
announced the opening of a
new storage, commission,
forwarding, and ranching
business in the town. As of June
1860, Gate City had several

hotels, shops and stores, with some stage lines
using it as a relay station. Tom Golden and a
Mr. Gard built a hotel, and the Denver firm of
Buddee & Jacobs established an auction and
commission house. Daniel McCleery opened
his own hotel and restaurant, and Thomas
Golden reputedly became the first person to
advertise prices in the gold rush region with his
commission business. He advertised shingle
nails at 35 cents per pound. The town came to

This is the Guy Hill
School House that
was originally
located in Golden
Gate Canyon
where it was the
local school until
1951. It served
grades one through
eight. Today it is
located in Golden’s
Clear Creek
History Park.
Photograph ©
Tyrik Ordway.
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A photograph of
the Pearce/Helps
Cabin built in
1878 by James
Helps. It was one
of the many
cabins in Golden
Gate City.Today
it is located in
Golden’s Clear
Creek History
Park.
Photograph ©
Tyrik Ordway.

An interior shot
of the
Pearce/Helps
Cabin.
Photograph ©
Tyrik Ordway.
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be nicknamed “Baled Hay City” because
virtually every business house there advertised
baled hay for sale.
Golden was elected to serve in the Jefferson
Territorial legislature, while McCleery was
elected the second Mayor of Golden City in
June 1860. However, all was not well, as
resident Alfred Tucker lodged a legal challenge
against the Golden Gate City Town Company,
alleging that it had illegally entered upon his
ranching claim; and he sought control of the
townsite and the canyon road McCleery had

just built.
This spurred
a bitter
dispute with
the Golden
community,
which backed
McCleery,
their sitting
Mayor.
Prevailing in
the Arapahoe
County court
of Kansas
Territory,
Tucker
ultimately
gained
control of the
road.
Golden
Gate City
never did grow much beyond its 1860 size. The
last known mention of businesses at Gate City
comes in 1862, when it is accounted that it still
had a hotel serving the road from Denver to
Central City. When traveler Bayard Taylor
traveled through Golden in 1866, he wrote “I
only wish that the vulgar, snobbish custom of
attaching ‘City’ to every place of more than three
houses could be stopped. From Illinois to
California it has become a general nuisance,
telling only of swagger and want of taste, not
growth.” When he then arrived at Golden Gate,
he wrote the canyon road
“pierces the first range of the
Rocky Mountains by the cañon
of a small stream, at the mouth
whereof are four or five loghouses, styled Gate City!”
Town buildings continued
to appear in overlooking
photos at least as late as the
1870s, then the town vanished.
Today the Brunel family lives
at the heart of the townsite in
their later home built in 1890.
This site is reached via the
historic canyon road that was
part of the city, today known
as Copper Bucket Lane.

The modern day
site of the Mt.
Vernon town site.
Photograph courtesy
of Jefferson County
Colorado.

Mt. Vernon
The gold rush town of Mt. Vernon was
established at the entrance to Mt. Vernon
Canyon on October 27, 1859. It was placed at
the entrance of the road to the gold fields
discovered by George A. Jackson near today’s
Idaho Springs. Mt. Vernon did not challenge
any town for supremacy, but it was quite
important to Jefferson County.
Dr. Joseph Casto, a Baptist clergyman from
Ohio, founded Mt. Vernon and laid out its
townsite in November of 1859; and by midDecember built the new Mt. Vernon Road via
the canyon all the way to Bergen’s Ranch. Also
in town was Robert Williamson Steele, the
popularly elected Governor of the provisional
Jefferson Territory government, who was a
devoted admirer of George Washington and
reportedly named the town for Washington’s
beloved home. The Mt. Vernon Town Company
proceeded to advertise in the Rocky Mountain
News and Western Mountaineer that town lots
would be donated to those who would build on
them. Not long thereafter Steele, Casto and J.F.
Owens were building their own homes at Mt.
Vernon, among several other families.

George Morrison, a stonemason from
Montreal of Scotch-Irish descent, built the twostory stone Mt. Vernon House hotel in 1860. It
was the first enterprise of the man after whom
the later town of Morrison would be named. By
the summer of 1860, newspaper correspondent
G.F. Mallett reported Mt. Vernon had eight
residences completed and several more under
construction. The May 5, 1860, edition of the
Rocky Mountain Herald reported that as of April
3, Morrison was fast completing his house and
500-600 people were living in the town. Mt.
Vernon, in any event, grew to a respectable size,
and was greatly benefited by two heavily used
long-distance wagon roads passing through it–
the Denver, Auraria & Colorado Wagon Road,
and the Denver, Mt. Vernon & Gregory Diggings
Wagon Road. These were soon joined by the St.
Vrain, Golden City & Colorado Wagon Road.
Within six months of its founding, 50 teams a
day were passing through Mt. Vernon. Also
contributing to its economy was a nearby lime
quarry supplying all of the area gold rush towns,
a pinery from which lumber could be milled, an
extensive bank of coal, and an iron mine.
-25-

The cemetery
near the Mt.
Vernon town site.
Photography ©
Kathryn Ordway.

By June of 1860, Mt. Vernon became the
second town in Jefferson County to have its own
school. It was established by the Rev. I.R. Dean,
located at the corner of Kendall and Second
Streets. Dean, a native of Vermont and graduate
of Kalamazoo’s Theological Seminary, had been a
Baptist minister in New Hartford, Iowa, but
came down with tuberculosis and was obliged to
stop preaching and go west in hopes of
improving. However, he died on August 19,
1860, at age 30, and was buried at Mt. Vernon
Cemetery with the funeral presided over by Rev.
Jacob Adriance. The grave remains visible today.
From time to time, relatives of Rev. Dean from
Boston traveled west and visited his grave.
Mt. Vernon built its schoolhouse the following
fall. On October 10, 1860, at a meeting in Bell’s
-26-

Hall it was
decided to build
a frame
schoolhouse
16x20 feet,
9-feet high, with
funds to be
raised by
subscription.
Casto, John
Emory
Benjamin, B.H.
Huyatt, Steele
and William R.
Nelson made up
the building
committee. A
sum of $207
was raised and
building
commenced,
with Casto,
Benjamin and
Nelson to seek a
competent
teacher for the
school.
After
deciding to leave
its initial capital
of Denver and
move to
Golden, the
provisional
Jefferson
Territorial government held its first session in the
front room of the Mt. Vernon House. It was an
opportune place considering the Governor lived
in town, and he kept the territorial legal
documents in the crown of his high silk hat.
Thus Mt. Vernon in a way became a de facto
capital of Jefferson Territory, likely sharing the
honor with the designated capital at Golden.
By 1861, there were at least two hotels in Mt.
Vernon, the Mt. Vernon House kept by George
Morrison, and the Jackson House kept by James
Bell. However, as distant rumblings came from
the east of an imminent Civil War, Mt. Vernon
fell into a civil war of its own. In early 1861, Mt.
Vernon and other Jeffco districts “seceded” from
Jefferson Territory to form their own equally
extra-legal government, Ni Wot County, on the

premise that Jefferson Territory was extra-legal and
they should not follow it. Gov. Steele then led part
of the town company to secede from Mt. Vernon,
taking over the nearby paper townsite of Baden
and building a competing wagon road up Amos
Gulch. Baden became the town of Apex, and
Amos Gulch became Apex Gulch, with the new
Apex Wagon Road Company building up it.
However, unbeknownst to the adversaries was that
on February 28, Congress created Colorado
Territory, rendering the basis for the conflict null
and void. In June of 1861, Steele surrendered the
reins of government to the newly appointed and
federally recognized Gov. William Gilpin of
Colorado Territory. By the end of the year both
Apex and Mt. Vernon and their roads became part
of the reorganized Jefferson County.
The roads themselves remained in direct
competition with each other for several years. In
1863, John A. Nye gained control of the Apex
Road, and in 1870 acquired the Mt. Vernon Road,
monopolizing both under the Golden-based Nye
Forwarding Company. Finally in 1880, the Mt.
Vernon Road was purchased by the Jefferson
County Commissioners for $700 and declared a
public highway.
In 1867, Casto returned after an absence to Mt.
Vernon, which was alive but dwindling; he resolved
to revive the enterprise. Once again he advertised
the lucrative town lot offers made before and its
town plat was officially filed by George W. Charles.
Mt. Vernon’s plat was officially filed in the United
States Land Office on March 6, 1866, and with the
county on September 19, 1867. Accompanying the
filing were statistics indicating Mt. Vernon possessed
two hotels, a store, blacksmith shop, several homes,
and other buildings. A Baptist church was
recognized there during the Council of Baptist
Churches, by Rev. T.T. Potter.
On February 13, 1869, the Valley House, kept by
the wife of Horace Alden, caught fire under the
floor, having burnt through from a sheet iron stove.
At the time 10–15 men were staying in the hotel,
and they all worked devotedly to save it; wisely
keeping the building closed to prevent a draft. The
flames were conquered before causing much damage
or potentially jeopardizing all of Mt. Vernon.
As Mt. Vernon faded away, the Matthews family
came to the forefront and were ultimately its final
residents. William Edward Matthews, a Royal
Bootmaker from England who had lived for some
time in the United States, bought the Mt. Vernon

House in 1870. The next year, he brought his new
bride Frances to Mt. Vernon, straight from England,
where he had married her after his first wife Louisia
died, leaving him with 13 children. Ute Indians in
the area learned of the new foreigner’s arrival and
were very curious to see her. They turned out en
masse, which reportedly sent the now terrified
young woman upstairs to hide under her bed until
William agreed to put bars on the windows. The
couple had nine more children, making for a grand
total of 22, providing enough to keep the Mt.
Vernon School running. The Mt. Vernon House
continued to be run as a way station and tavern and
finally became a fully private home. Another stone
house, reputedly built around the same time as the
Mt. Vernon House by an outlaw named Wilson,
continued to stand across from the Mt. Vernon
House and eventually came to be in the Matthews
family as well.
By 1890, the town had vanished almost entirely,
as even the foundations of its buildings had been
carried away by its periodic spring floods. In 1913,
Frances Matthews filed a deed to vacate the townsite
and dedicate its thoroughfares to the public.
However, Mt. Vernon was far from forgotten;
Steele’s homesite was given a marker by the
Colorado Historical Society. In 1970 the Mt.
Vernon House became the first Jefferson County
landmark placed on the National Register of
Historic Places. The Mt. Vernon House, Wilson
House, and cemetery remain from Mt. Vernon to
this day.
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An example of a
typical
stagecoach stop.
This one is
found at the Kit
Carson Museum.
All photographs
courtesy of author
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Forgotten Fifty-Niners
By Richard Creswell
nknown persons of history far
outnumber the known, and yet they
too have left behind evidence of their
lives. Think of the omnipresent, blue-flowered
chicory left by generations of coffee-loving
couriers du bois, the knapweed escaping those
anonymous beekeepers in the Bear Valley who
came after Isaac McBroom, and some tiny roses
left by Alden and Anna Mowry now overtopped
by tumbleweeds in today’s Bear Creek
Greenbelt.
One of the earliest homesteaders in what
would later be Lakewood, Alden Mowry first
claimed his 160 acres in 1859 at the same time
that William Lewis made his adjacent claim.
The survey would later locate Mowry’s claim
astraddle sections 33 and 34 township 4 South
6 Range 69 West in Jefferson County,

U

Colorado, the homestead appearing in the
eastward bulge on Kipling in the 1899
Willits Farm Map.
Alden Mowry was born to Ezekiel and
Abigail Mowry in about 1812. Abigail
Mowry was a sixth-generation descendant of
John Alden of the Plymouth Bay Colony.
Ezekiel Mowry also may have had Pilgrim
roots. Growing up in Meshoppen,
Pennsylvania, any boy’s dream job would
have been stagecoaching, so it isn’t surprising
that Mowry would keep a stage stop for
many years and at age 57 refer to himself as a
teamster.
The family took up residence in
neighboring Luzerne County, Pennsylvania
where Mowry may have had relatives on his
father’s side. He is listed by the Wilkes-Barre
Gazette as a Democratic election judge in
1848. The Susquehanna River flood of 1850
destroyed the public highway and powder

mills, undermined a dam, and swept 22
people. Added to that, in 1857 the United
States had one of the century’s many financial
panics. Alden Mowry, no longer young at age
47, took his little family to “Bever Creek”
(Bear Creek) in Kansas Territory. The trip may
have been adventurous but went unrecorded.
Perhaps they traveled by flat bottom boat from
Pittsburg down the Ohio River to Missouri,
and then by ox-drawn wagon to the Kansas
Territory, possibly bringing those tiny roses
along with the pots, pans, and tools they
brought.
Lewis and Mowry first claimed their lands
in Bear Valley before the Homestead Act of
1862, 160 acres for Lewis, 160 acres for
Mowry, and an additional 160 acres for both.
Mowry and his son-in-law, Andrew
McPheeters, would go together to the U. S.
Bureau of Land Management to register
Mowry’s and the combined claim in 1863.
Lewis did not register his claim with the
Federal government. While there is no record
of the transaction, the Mowrys obtained
possession of Lewis’ pre-emption. Perhaps
Lewis went to war or more likely to the gold
fields, trading his claim to Mowry for a
grubstake. In 1860, Alden sold Lewis’ claim to
Joseph Hodgeson, one of the two brothers
associated with the Stone House a half-mile

Map of the location of the Pennsylvania House.

east of Mowry’s land, for the princely sum
of $4,000. The Mowrys might seem to have
profited a great deal from Hodgeson for
selling him a squatter’s claim not even
proved up. The problem was the value of
the currency.
Before the National Banking Act of
1863, a wildcat bank could get approval by
almost any state legislature to print its own
money with virtually no oversight of the
bank, making the money useful only
locally. The farther away the money went
from the bank the less it was worth.
Hodgeson probably traded some nearly
worthless dollars for a claim that wasn’t
patented, a bad penny for a bad egg. At
least the Mowrys got the value of the
grubstake back.
The Mowry homestead became the
Pennsylvania House, recognized as a
landmark by the Territorial legislature in
1862 when the road statute used his place
to identify a section of the Bradford Road.
Joining the Bradford Road at the
Pennsylvania Crossing, the Denver,
Lakewood, and Golden Road came down
from the north, also passing east of the
Pennsylvania House. Because there seem to
be no direct economic connection between
the Pennsylvania House and any stage
company, it was probably more road ranch
where the hospitality was ad hoc rather
than an official stage stop. It would have
originally been built of cottonwood logs,

The roses that
still grow at the
site today.
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Inside the stage
house at the Kit
Carson Museum.

Rosehips on the
property. Ute
Indians thought
them to be
poisonous.
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but milled lumber was readily available for
home improvement just a few years later.
Hospitality was a form of entertainment on
the frontier. Even if travelers did not have one
or two dollars for a meal, they might have a
story to tell. Afterwards they might spend the
night before fording the creek at the
Pennsylvania crossing the next day. A story was
worth a lot. Not far away from the Mowry
household, Isaac McBroom dropped the
names of such dinner guests as Kit Carson,
Uncle Dick Wooton, A.G. Boone, negotiator
of Indian treaties, and Tom Tobin, tracker of
the Espinosa
Gang.
Bragging
rights to a
famous
guest could
be repeated
to any who
hadn’t heard
already. Or a
neighbor
could be
slandered.

At a dinner
to which
author Alice
Hill was
invited, a man
calling himself
Richardson,
claiming to
have owned a
ranch on Bear
Creek, told a
tall tale about
James
Kendrick,
Mowry’s
neighbor. A
self-proclaimed
M.D. who
puts on airs is
urged to bet all
his portable
wealth on an
Adams in a
footrace with
Kendrick (no
first name), who he’s been told had promised
to lose the race. But Kendrick, surrounded by
gun-wielding gamblers, was constrained to
run for his life to win. “When gamblers
collected,” the doctor says, “I’ll be tetotally
cosmographied if that footrace wasn’t a
hyperbolical swindle.”
A meal might consist of “bacon, eggs, hot
biscuits, green tea, and coffee; dried peaches
and apples, and pies were uniform; beef was
occasional, and canned fruits and vegetables
were furnished at least half of the time.”
Dried apple pie might sound delicious, but in
the old west, its taste was often reviled. “ … I
like good bread; I like good meat/ Or
anything that’s good to eat/ But of all the
grub beneath the skies/ The poorest is dried
apple pies/ Give me a toothache or sore eyes/
In preference to such pies….”
The coffee served at the Pennsylvania
House would have been the Arbuckle brand.
The Arbuckle monopoly was based on the
discovery in 1860 that roasted beans could be
preserved with a sugar and egg wash, thus
saving the hosts the process of roasting and
possibly burning their own coffee beans in a

frying pan. Anna Mowry might have used a
coffee grinder for more than just beans. On
the frontier, a homesteader might grind a
little flour or even meat in the coffee grinder.
If Anna saved enough Arbuckle signatures
from the one-pound bags of coffee, she could
have redeemed them for household items.
Ninety signatures would purchase window
curtains.
A homesteader would keep a garden with
some vegetables and herbs for self-medicating.
Even roses could be put to use. The leaves
and roots can be used for a green tea, the
young spring shoots, a potherb, and petals
can be eaten raw or dried to flavor butter.
Oddly both Ute Indians and 59-ers
mistakenly thought rose-hips were poisonous.
Stage houses were considered places for
marriages and funerals in absence of churches
or courthouses and this could account for the
lack of any notice of marriage between Adelia
Mowry and Andrew McPheeters in local
records. In the 1870 census Adelia and
Andrew are listed as married with a nine-yearold son, named Farner.
The 1870 census also gives a possible clue
as to the origin of the name Pennsylvania
House. Nicholas Cole and James Lynd, listed
as laborers, hailed from the same state as
Alden and Anna. They probably didn’t all
immigrate to the territory together. Cole was
from Green County on the opposite side of
Pennsylvania. Mowry listed himself as a
farmer and Anna, a housekeeper. Others, local
landowners like George Harriman, called
themselves innkeepers, but Major Robert
Bradford called himself a farmer. Some folks
would have fun at the expense of the census
clerk. One said his occupation was “idler,”
another said he was “not a farmer this year.”
The Mowrys and McPheeters found the
native blue grama and buffalo grass extremely
good grazing for their animals as they
homesteaded through the Indian scare of
1862, the flood of 1864, and the grasshopper
plagues of the 1870s. Winters were bitter and
winds, brutal. As soon as the Mowrys proved
up on their own 160 acres, they sold all but 6
acres of the 80 acres across from present day
Kipling Street to Sarah Rist, also of
Pennsylvania.

Andrew McPheeters
recognized on the
plaque on the wall
of the present
county courthouse.

In the 1880 census, Alden was living on
the Cole homestead, declaring his occupation
as that of a teamster. Cole had gone from
being Mowry’s laborer to homesteading for
himself with his wife Emma and his children
a few miles to the southwest of the
Pennsylvania House. This was one of those
rare cases where the Homestead Act of 1862
really worked. Cole came west with no
money and ended up a landowner on the
Willets map of 1899. Usually a homesteader
who succeeded began as middle class with
the money and supplies homesteading would
require.
In the 1880s, Mowry ran for the office of
justice of the peace against James Kendrick,
who as census taker had been door-to-door
throughout the Montana district. Kendrick
won by a landslide. Mowry must not have
tried very hard. One can speculate that his
two votes were cast by himself and his sonin-law. Andrew McPheeters ran for only one
term as Jefferson County Commissioner
from 1883-1885. Today his term is
recognized with a pictureless plaque on the
wall of the present county courthouse.
In the 1885 census Mowry is living with
McPheeters, his daughter Adelia, grandson
Farner, and the hired help. At age 72 he did
-31-
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not claim any occupation. His death escapes
written notice. Alden and Anna Mowry passed
unnoticed into history. Perhaps if their
homestead would have been known as the
Mowry House rather than the Pennsylvania
House, they might have been better
remembered, although the Colorado Transcript
confused the Pennsylvania House with the
Carmody House. (The record of the Jefferson
County Commission meeting in the
Pennsylvania House probably refers to the
Pennsylvania House located in Golden.)
Mowry’s Pennsylvania House was probably
abandoned sometime after Anna Mowry’s death.
It was taken down in the early years of the
Twentieth Century to be recycled as economics
of the times required.
Where the Mowrys’ house once stood, today
there is just an elevation of earth and river rock
extending east of Kipling Street. In 1899 the
street curved east around it. A gnarled peach-leaf
willow has found a home where steps may once
have ascended up the bank from the old road.
Along the north side of the horse trail (which
would have been the way to the Mowry’s barn)
grow the tiny white roses underneath the weeds.
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from the water of Tucker Gulch, today, located at Tenth and Washington. All photographs © by Tyrik Ordway.
McCleery met
gold rushers
in the tent of Grigsby & Bowles pitched at the beautiful
could cross. The town company acquired this bridge and
Carpenter Spring now within Judge Chester C. Carpenter’s
made it free, gaining the approval of all. That bridge
historic home at 402 23rd St. According to West, they
marked the location of the new main street, Washington
“saw the advantages of the location, its vast water-power,
Avenue. West, MacDonald, and Pollard were of the
and its proximity to the timber and to the mines being
Boston Company, the first business in Golden. They
among its chief recommendations” in founding the city. At
arrived June 12 and camped where the parking lot of the
that meeting, steps were taken to pre-empt ground for the
Golden Hotel is today. They, along with additional
town site and to hire F.W. Bebee to survey and plat it. The
company members Joe Bird, Thomas Panton, James
valley was dotted with hundreds of tents and wagons of
McIntyre and Mark Leonardo Blunt, noticed that if the
the gold rushers, but no houses were built yet.
mines should amount to anything this location would be

T
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This is the
modern bridge
over Clear Creek
at Washington St.
today. Previous
bridges had been
washed away by
floods or
upgraded for
automobiles.

ideal for the transfer of goods and a town,
and unanimously decided to establish
themselves there.
Meanwhile, George A. Jackson, who made
the momentous gold strike at today’s Idaho
Springs, was returning to his base camp in the
valley along with partner Thomas L. Golden.
They had met in 1858, at nearby Arapahoe
City, where Thomas Golden was founding
Treasurer. Jackson trusted the secret of his
discovery only to Golden, writing in his diary
“as his mouth is as tight as a No. 4 Beaver
trap, I am not uneasy.” While fishing at the
rapids of Clear Creek Canyon’s entrance,
Jackson was swept away by a flash flood, and
struggled to shore. Golden stayed with him,
although he was sure for a few minutes
Jackson would perish. He recovered, and they
arrived in the valley to discover a new town
being laid out at their old campsite. At
Jackson’s suggestion, it was named for his
partner and friend, Tom Golden.
At a second meeting June 20 in the large
saloon gambling tent of brothers Hi and Billy
Ford, at the northwest corner of today’s
Twelfth Street and the street named after
them, the new town’s organization was
perfected. Golden City grew rapidly, with
people building as soon as Bebee surveyed the
-34-

lots. The Golden City Association, the town
company, gave each woman a lot for free. On
July 4, 1859, the Boston Company laid the
cornerstone for Golden’s first building, the
general store, at today’s Parfet Park, depositing
inside according to West “a copper cent and twocent of the mintage of 1858, a pair of scissors, a
table fork, tea spoon, a steel bitt, an ox shoe, a
mule shoe, and a horse shoe.” The building was
two stories, made of hewn Clear Creek Canyon
logs in the saltbox style of their New England
home, with windows made of 10x12-inch glass
panes Bird brought to Golden by ox wagon.
Newcomer William A.H. Loveland, who arrived
June 22, made it a lively competition to have
Golden’s first completed building. One morning
the Bostonians awoke to discover their shingles
gone and atop Loveland’s newly completed
mercantile at today’s 1105 Washington St.
Loveland was a good sport and quickly made
amends by returning the shingles plus a five
gallon keg of whiskey. Around a year later, he
purchased the entirely cut board home of
attorney Reuben Borton, one of the best of the
city, which still stands today at 717 Twelfth St.
Theodore Perry Boyd built Golden’s first
residence, a log cabin, back of the southeast
corner of today’s Eleventh St. and Washington.
Golden’s first church service was held in the Ford

tent on June 19 or 26, by the Presbyterian
minister Lewis Hamilton from Indiana. The
tent was offered to preachers, with the
gambling ceasing during services. West
remembered,
“There in front of a gaily painted
roulette table which served for the
pulpit”…sat Calista Johnson, Mary
Boyd, Jane Carter, Jeanette Ferrell, Sarah
McKay… “and one or two other ladies
upon improvised seats comprising nail
keys, whiskey kegs, champaign boxes and
the like, and surrounded by a motley
crowd of pistol-bedecked men. In the
utter absence of hymn-books the
preacher gave out the name of a hymn
that he said he felt all would remember,
and those good ladies sang loud and clear
to the music of a violin and flute
furnished by the gamblers’ orchestra, ‘A
charge to keep I have, A God to glorify,
A never dying soul to save And fit it for
the skies.’ The beautiful hymn was
rendered by the ladies entire,
accompanied after the first line or two by
that whole congregation of roughly
attired miners and plainsmen. From that
time on the influence of those sweet
ladies for good in our camp was farreaching and undeniable, making one of
the most orderly of all the camps in this
whole mountain region.”
“A Charge To Keep I Have” was written by
Charles Wesley, who may be best known for
the holiday favorite “Hark The Herald Angels
Sing.” Aside from these ladies, other women
such as Helen Berthoud (whose husband
Edward arrived in April 1860 and became a
prominent citizen himself ), Sarah Bennett and
Miranda Loveland were also recognized for
helping get Golden off to a wholesome start.
Original streets were named after Berthoud,
Mary Boyd, and Jeanette Ferrell. The setting of
the worship service was a most interesting
place, as West’s son Harley described: “Many
crude signs were painted on its surface. One
read ‘Hi Ford's Bar.’ It boasted a well stocked
bar, but gambling was the main attraction. It
seemed to be sleeping during the day, but
night brought awakening. Candle-lighted
lanterns hung from every pole gave a weird

illumination.”
On July 17,
1859, the
Methodist
missionaries
Jacob
Adriance and
W.H. Goode
founded
Golden’s first
church, now
First United
Methodist, at
the Fords’
tent, the third
church in Colorado. That summer saw
Golden’s first wedding. Thomas L. and
Mary Price from Ralston Creek sat atop
their horses while Justice of the Peace Jonas
M. Johnson performed the ceremony. There
was also the first burial. Mary Jane
McGlothlen, a young mother, was killed by
an accidental shotgun blast the night of her
arrival on August 26, 1859. She was the first
burial on Cemetery Hill at the northern end
of the city.
On September 5, 1859, saloonkeeper
Edgar Vanover menaced the city, and
vigilantes hanged him at the site of today’s
Vanover Park. This act was repudiated by
Loveland and others in the Rocky Mountain
News, though it also served to deter anyone
who might cause trouble in Golden. Fun

The address 1105
Washington St.
was the site of
William A.H.
Loveland’s
mercantile store.
Today it is an open
lot in downtown
Golden.

The Buffalo Rose
was once the
International
Bowling Saloon
which featured
three bowling lanes
in the back. During
Prohibition it went
dry, serving only
soft drinks.
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The interior of the
Buffalo Rose. The
back bar was
brought from
Pennsylvania in 1871.
Today part of an old
swimming pool in
the basement of the
structure still
remains.

A panoramic view
of the City of
Golden taken June
30, 2009, just days
after its official
sesquicentennial.
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was to be had elsewhere, like the Chicago
Saloon that belonged to Col. Parker B.
Cheney. It was located at the southeast corner
of today’s Eleventh St. and Washington.
Whenever bartender Jack Hill went outside
and blew his trumpet, it signaled free drinks
for three minutes. Late in 1859, Hubert F.
Crow and Henry Brundy commenced

building the International Bowling Saloon,
featuring three 70-foot bowling lanes out
back. It became an institution; after two
shootouts, it replaced its building and
converted to soft drinks for Prohibition. It
continues today as the Buffalo Rose and has
resumed serving alcoholic beverages. Golden
was also renowned for its dances, where men
wore buckskins with revolvers buckled about
their waists and a big knife in their right
bootleg, and ladies dressed in calico, dancing
to the sound of fiddlers. This is how Golden
held its first Christmas celebration.
On November 28, 1859, the provisional
government of Jefferson Territory, organized
by area citizens in lieu of federal recognition,
created Jefferson County. Its people elected
Golden the county seat on January 2, 1860,
which was confirmed July 2, 1860. On Dec.
4, 1859, the Boston Company started Jeffco’s
first newspaper, the Western Mountaineer,

The oldest home
still standing in
Golden today at
717 Twelfth St.

edited by George West. He wanted to name
it the Transcript after his old newspaper in
Boston, the Boston Transcript, but company
members voted to name it something they
thought was more in keeping with their new
location. In 1866, West would get the
opportunity to create the Transcript that still
publishes today.
Golden’s first school, the second in
Colorado, was opened by Thomas Dougherty
on January 9, 1860, with 18 students in a log
house at today’s 1304 Washington Ave. On
January 16, Goldenites constituted their
Masonic lodge, destined to be recognized as
lodge #1 in Colorado. Golden gained its
original municipal government, the Common
Council, on March 28, 1860, when John W.
Stanton was elected the first Mayor on April
10. As new deposits of clay and coal began to
be opened up in the vicinity, Golden also
increased in stature to become one of the
region’s leading cities, becoming the capital of
Jefferson Territory on November 22, 1860.
This beginning set the stage for the future,
and Golden has grown and evolved to
become much more to Jefferson County and
the world. Today Golden continues onward,
cherishing the pioneer roots of its past.
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Jefferson County

View from the
southeast of
Norm Meyer’s
Barn.
Photograph ©
Millie Roeder

The Old Barn on Norm Meyer’s Ranch (Pending Approval)
By Milly Roeder
he Meyer’s barn was constructed in
1870 with timber of the land,
including hand-hewn posts and beams,
as well as its vertical board and batten siding.
The anchor beams of the two-and-a-half story
H-frame are secured with wooden pegs. A
normal pitched metal gable roof covers the
barn. The rectangular footprint is partitioned
into two sections, a large one on the west side,
and a milk room and a horse stable with three
stalls of about equal size in the eastern part of
the building. Numerous man-sized doors on
three sides of the building provide access into
the barn, whose interior is lighted by a number
of small windows. There are no openings on
the weather side to the northwest. At an
undetermined time, a lean-to was added to the
width on the southeast side of the barn to
enlarge the space for storing hay or making
room for 10 to 15 travelers’ horses, whose

T
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owners stayed at Midway House overnight on
their way from Denver to Fairplay.
John McIntyre had acquired the first 160
acres in the upper South Turkey Creek valley in
1869. His brother, Duncan McIntyre, a former
sailor of the British Navy, worked for some
time for the Hudson’s Bay Company in
Montreal, Quebec, Canada. He and his wife
and three sons purchased four additional
homesteads adjacent to John’s. A cabin was
built near the present U.S. Highway 285, but
was torn down after the new owner, Louis
Ramboz, built the yellow Victorian ranch house
in 1889.
In 1883, Daniel McIntyre sold 480 acres of
his property to Louis Ramboz, who worked the
ranch for hay, timber and cattle until 1912,
when R. W. Kirkpatrick took over and may
have started a milk business. Norman Meyer Sr.
and his wife Ethel bought the ranch in 1950.

Landmarks
The old barn on Meyer’s ranch will be
designated to the Jefferson County Landmark
Program pending a public hearing and approval at
the November 7, 2009 meeting. Driving by the
Meyer Ranch on U.S. Highway 285, we can still
admire this formidable structure to this day.
Jefferson County Open Space purchased part of the
land in recent years and created Meyer Ranch Park.

The Old Rockland Church

The interior of The Old Rockland Church in 2009. All photography courtesy of Dennis Dempsey Jefferson County Planning and Zoning.

By Kathryn Ordway
he Old Rockland Church, located at
17 S. Mt. Vernon Country Club Road,
was built around 1878 in the “pioneer
Victorian” style. Most of the current building
is original; only minor repairs have been made
since the building was completed. The roof
was repaired in the summer of 2008 to prevent
further water damage to the structure. This
building has been operating as a church for
more than 120 years, making it one of the
oldest churches in the state. It is a minimalistic
building, lacking the fussy details that would
mark many of the other buildings of this
period. The church features rough-hewn
wooden floors, walls and roof supports. The
front doors and windows are the originals.
The church was built through the
cooperation of Henry Wilson Chiles, Abraham
L. Hess, and Abraham Hartzell. Chiles
donated the land for the building in 1879 with

The church and
graveyard.

the condition that “its gates stand ajar for any
other religious denominations to worship
therein.” The building is a single room
sanctuary with a raised altar and altar rail. The
grounds contain the foundations of a parsonage
that may have been a Works Progress
Administration building. It was never completed.
There is also a cemetery and a two-seat outhouse
made of wood. The cemetery is the resting places
of 120 individuals, and the gravestones date to
1881. The last person buried there was Norman
Ralston, in the spring of 2008. Graves without
headstones have been marked with new wooden
crosses or plaques.
Lookout Mountain’s isolated location
impacted the religious community. The church
was not used during periods of the Twentieth
Century. The construction of U.S. Highway 40
made the area more accessible. The church
experienced a revival during World War II. The

T

The foundations
of the parsonage.
This may have
been a WPA
building.

congregation outgrew the 1880s building and in
1956 purchased land for a larger structure. The
original Rockland Church building was reopened
in 2006 to allow members of the congregation to
see a glimpse of “how it used to be.” The Old
Rockland Church was designated to the Jefferson
County Landmark Program at the Hall of Fame
ceremony on October 23, 2009.

Source
Rockland Church Historic Designation Form
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Jefferson County Historical Commission
By Sally White
his year has brought new opportunities
and challenges for the Jefferson County
Historical Commission (JCHC) and for
historic preservation and education here in
Jefferson County. In preparation for the 150th
anniversary of the county, we’ve had a lively year
pursuing new programs and exhibits, enhancing
old ones, and moving ahead with renewed
purpose. We’ve welcomed new members who
bring individual enthusiasms and energy to
preserving the county’s special historic places.

T

Sesquicentennial Planning

Dr. Laura McCall welcomes the participants of the sixth
annual JCHC Historic Preservation Symposium at Golden
City Hall. Photo © 2009 Paula Hutman Thomas

New JCHC member Bob Briggs has taken on
leadership of a large special committee whose goals
Historic Preservation Symposium
are creating and carrying out events and programs
Our annual symposium in May also featured a
to celebrate the upcoming Sesquicentennial. Our
Sesquicentennial theme. It was hosted May 9, by
first new event was participation in the Golden
the City of Golden and its Historic Preservation
parade June 12, in cooperation with the County
Board (GHPB). Dr. Laura McCall of GHPB
Commissioners and their staff. JCHC’s Margaret
welcomed about 50 attendees from local
Chapman worked with Public Information Officer
historical societies and other interested groups.
Kathryn Heider to plan a county historic float that
Thomas A. Clark, Ph.D., Chair of the
helped put JCHC on the map!
Department of Planning & Design, College of
As part of this
celebration for the
county’s 150th
anniversary, we have
decided to shake
things up a bit. This
year’s Hall of Fame
ceremony promises a
more festive special
approach to our
annual opportunity to
honor the county’s
new members of that
select group (see pages
20-21). It features a
first-ever evening
reception in addition
to the ceremonies for
honorees, Writers’
Award winners, and
The Jefferson County float as it appeared in the Golden Parade in June 2009. Golden is just one
new County
of many areas celebrating its 150th anniversary along with Jefferson County this year.
Landmarks.
Photo courtesy of the Board of Jefferson County Commissioners
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2009
Architecture and Planning,
University of Colorado at
Denver discussed the economics
of preservation and programs at
the University. John Olson,
Preservation Programs
Coordinator for Historic
Denver, gave an excellent
summary of the economic
benefits and challenges of
historic preservation, which
need to be more widely
recognized. A highlight of the
symposium was a special
presentation of What’s in Your
Backyard...Along the River of Time, this year’s
Knott’s Kids Program. The program was
developed by Paula Hutman Thomas, Richard
Gardner, and Deborah Andrews in cooperation
with the Jefferson County Public Library.

Several JCHC members attended a beautiful field trip to
Green Ranch in Golden Gate Canyon State Park Aug. 13,
2009. All enjoyed a lively hike, led by Dr. John Mayer, third
from right. JCHC members present included, left to right,
Nina Kite, Milly Roeder, George Hurst, Rita Peterson, [Dr.
Mayer], Dave Nelson, and Jan Hurst. Sally White also
attended. Photo courtesy of JCHC

Education Programs
Dave Nelson has rejuvenated the field trips and
outings subcommittee. In February, he arranged a
luncheon with Dr. Michelle Haney, president of
Red Rocks Community College. The rewarding
discussion, over delicious meals at Warren Tech,
promoted better understanding of the college and
its goals, and outlined possible ways to partner

with them on historic preservation in the future.
Eight JCHC members attended. In August, a trip
to Green Ranch at Golden Gate Canyon State
Park was guided by Dr. John Moyer.
Lobby displays in the Administration and
Courts building are also being revamped this year.
We established informal themes for selected
months and several JCHC members have been
working on exhibit panels illustrating those
themes. New this year, we have also asked the
County Commissioners to issue proclamations for
selected monthly themes to help publicize aspects
of the county’s history, including Cultural History
(February), Women’s History (March), Historic
Preservation (May), Golden Sesquicentennial
(June), and Byways and Transportation (August).
This collection of interpretive panels will be
useful for next year’s 150th celebration events as
well. More will be added as we go forward. Once

Historic reenactors in the
Golden parade,
including all three
Jefferson County
Commissioners, as
well as members
of the Jefferson
County Historic
Commission along
with others.
Photo courtesy of the
Board of Jefferson
County Commissioners

Kevin McCasky,
Jefferson County
Commissioner;
Sally White,
chairperson
Jefferson County
Historical
Commission;
Paula Hutman
Thomas, Jefferson
County Historical
Commission;
Kathy Hartman,
Jefferson County
Commissioner;
and Faye Griffin,
Jefferson County
Commissioner
signing the
Women's History
Proclamation.
Photo courtesy of the
Board of Jefferson
County Commissioners
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A young historian
places a replica
playbill of Buffalo
Bill’s Wild West
Show along the
River of Time at
the What History
is in your Backyard?
program at the
Evergreen Public
Library.
All photos pages 42-43,
© 2009 Paula Hutman
Thomas

they are developed, these display panels can be
circulated for use at county venues such as
libraries, events, and public spaces to help
educate residents about the county’s history and
culture for years to come.

“Heritage Theater” Collaboration
Jefferson County Public Library and Jefferson
County Historical Commission
By Paula Hutman Thomas
What's in Your Backyard...Along the River
of Time? The Historical Commission
introduced historic preservation to 200 young
Jeffco residents through the Library’s Knott’s
Kids Program.

At Columbine
Library, children reenact the Beers
sisters on their
dairy farm and
learn about
current history of
the Mars landing
engineered at
Lockheed Martin in
Jefferson County.
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Knott’s Kids literacy
program for young people
presented an interactive,
history-based program
celebrating the 150th
birthday of Jefferson
County and our evolving
culture since that exuberant
and hopeful beginning of
discovery, back in 1859. In
cooperation with JCHC,
children ages 5 to 12 were
introduced to local history
in the spring 2009 through
this special project
developed by JCHC’s Paula
Hutman, Deborah Andrews,
and Rick Gardner. To tell
the story, Rebecca
Salamonsson brought the
old Territorial Capitol in
Golden (a.k.a. The Old
Capitol Grill) to life as “Teri, the talking
building.” In a seven-foot tall (costume/set)
architectural replica, “Teri” reminisces about
Jeffco with a cowboy-writer, played by Rex
Rideout and Mark Mitton, with Rene Yaws as
his photo-librarian “Gal Friday.”
Building on the colloquialism “if only these
walls could talk!?,” Teri shares colorful stories
of the people who walked our streets, lived
where we do, discovered, invented, and
created a legacy for us. The audience is
introduced to post-Civil War Golden, and to
Tolliver, the first African-American in Golden,
a freed slave and barber. Children are
introduced to Hazel Humphrey, a founder of
the JCHC, who had Ute playmates as a girl
and later bequeathed her home as a museum.
Other sites and events, old and new, included
historic Tiny Town, space-age LockheedMartin, and historic dinosaur discoveries near
Morrison. All of these created a “River of
Time” that stretched from prehistory,
interpreted at Dinosaur Ridge, to today.
Historic connections between Jefferson
County, Denver, and other Front Range
communities were highlighted through stories
from Denver Mountain Parks, including
Buffalo Bill Museum, and the Lariat Loop

Scenic & Historic Byway. In addition to the
main county sites, each program was tailored
to its region of the county, so children also
learned about the historical sites that are in
their neighborhoods, such as the Arvada
Flour Mill or Lakewood’s Heritage Center,
places they can visit and appreciate on a
daily basis.
As we experience and understand our
heritage, the place where we are becomes
contextually more relevant. Historic
preservation becomes a meaningful asset to
our quality of life and provides
connectedness to a larger world. This Knott’s
Kids Library collaboration delivered a fun
challenge to young people around the county
to explore their history at a Jefferson County
library as well as in their own backyards.
Credits for JCHC and JCPL Knott’s
Kids collaboration
Concept: Paula Hutman
Thomas and Deborah
Andrews, JCHC; Rene Yaws,
Knott’s Kids Coordinator,
JCPL.
Producer and Designer:
Paula Hutman Thomas.
Script: Rebecca
Salamonsson.
Cast: Teri the Talking
Building, Rebecca
Salamonsson; Cowboy
Authors/musicians, Rex
Rideout and Mark Mitton;
Librarian Gal Friday, Rene
Yaws.
Design and production crew:
Deborah Andrews, Nao Lee,
Jacque Nervick, Caroline
Autrey.
Research: Paula Hutman
Thomas with Deborah
Andrews, Rick Gardner, Milly
Roeder, Jack Raven, Bud
Weare, and Sally White.
Children’s Librarian
consultant: Robin Liebert
JCPL, Conifer.
River of Time graphic
design: Paul Rodriguez, JCPL.

Rene Yaws, Knotts
Kids Coordinator
for Jefferson
County Public
Library, shows a
River of Time
photo of Hazel
Humphrey, a
founding member
of the Jefferson
County Historical
Commission.

Funding by Jefferson County Library
Foundation and Studio PaNDAU.
For more information, contact Paula Hutman
Thomas at 303 697 7329 or
coniferstoryschat@aol.com

Rex Rideout
“reporter” cheers
a young cowboy
re-enactor on his
historic lasso
techniques used in
the Old West in
Jefferson County,
circa 1859. Shown
here at the Golden
Public Library.
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2009 JEFFCO HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEMBERS

Deborah Andrews,
2000 – Member
Historic Preservation
and Landmark
Designation; founder
Andrews & Anderson
Architecture; historic
restoration specialist
since 1983; lives on
Lookout Mountain.

Lucy Bambrey, 2002
– Historic Preservation and Publications
Committees; teaches
Anthropology,
Archeology, Earth
Sciences, Environmental Law, and
Property Law; lives
in Conifer.

Bob Briggs, 2009 – 3rd
generation Coloradoan, Adams
County Commissioner;
Regional Transportation District Board;
State House of Representatives; Councilor
City of Westminster;
lives in Westminster.

Margaret T. Chapman,
2007 – Member Publication Committee; Jeffco Public Trustee, 3
yrs. leg. aide, former
asst. branch manager
TIME-LIFE Libr., Inc.;
dir. of edu. and marketg. for Colorado
Assn of REALTORS®;
BJ UMC; lives in unincorporated Jeffco.

Richard Gardner, 2005
– Member Landmark
and Preservation
Committees; Golden
native; past Pres.
Golden Landmarks
Assoc.; M.A. in
History from UCD;
certificate in Historic
Preservation; lives in
Golden.

Lily Griego, 2007 –
Member Historic
Preservation and Education & History
Committees; Enforcement Planner at P&Z;
candidate for M.A.
History at CU-Denver; Denver native,
1971.

Viona “Vi” Hader,
1985 – Member Hall
of Fame and Publication Distribution
Committees; past
member Golden
Chamber of Commerce; past Curator
Astor House &
Foothills Art Center;
lives in Golden.

JCHC 2009

Jefferson
County
Historical
Commission

The Jefferson County Historical Commission was
established by the Board of County Commissioners
in 1974. Activities for 2009 and coming years are
described on pages 40-43. We hope you will get
involved in helping us promote and recognize the
county’s significant historical features!
The Historical Commission’s purpose, according
to its bylaws, is outlined as follows:
“The business and purpose of this Commission is
to bring together people interested in history, and
specifically the history of Jefferson County.
Understanding the history of this community is basic
to the County, State, and Union, and promotes a
better appreciation of American heritage. Additional
purposes of the Commission shall include:

• Coordinating the historical activities of the
County of Jefferson and acting as a liaison with
national, state and local historical organizations.
• Disseminating historical information and
arousing interest in Jefferson County’s past by
publishing historical material.
• Promoting and supporting various historical and
educational programs.
• Identifying, researching and actively
participating in the preservation of historical
sites within Jefferson County.
• Participating in various organizational grant
programs which provide financial assistance for
the preservation of historical sites, or other
historical programs.”

JCHC MEMBERS (continued)

Rita Peterson, 1981 –
Chair Hall of Fame;
Member Landmark
Designation Committees; Advoc.
Committee Amer.
Cancer Soc. Rocky
Mountain Div.;
lives in Lakewood.
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Kathryn Ordway,
2006 – Editor
Historically Jeffco;
member Publication,
Education and History
committees;
5th generation
Colorado native;
author of Colorado’s
Rodeo Roots to Modern
Day Cowboys; lives in
Lakewood.

Jack Raven, 1997 –
Member Publication;
past President Arvada
Historical Society;
Arvada Lions Club;
Arvada Cemetery
Association; retired
Safeway Manager; lives
in Arvada.

Milly Roeder, 1995 –
Member Publication,
Historic Preservation
and Landmark
Designation
committees; Cultural
Anthropologist, Urban
Planner, grant writer;
lives in Lakewood.

Paula Hutman Thomas,
2007 – Landmark Chair
Education, History, Historic Preservation
Committees; noted
fashion & costume
designer, curator, and
historian serving the
regional art and education community for 30
yrs; lives in Conifer.

Burdette “Bud” Weare,
2003 – Member Historic Preservation,
Landmark Designation,
Publication committees; 3rd generation
native of Jeffco; retired
Prof. Univ. of Wisc.;
lives near Evergreen.

Sally L.White, 2004 –
Commission Chair,
Education and History
and member Publication;
manages historic
information websites and
works for Denver
Mountain Parks; lives
near Morrison.

Erlene Hulsey-Lutz, 1986
– Chair Publication;
member Historic
Preservation and
Landmark Designation;
Wheat Ridge Historical
Society; 4th generation
Coloradoan; Real Estate
Broker; active in
numerous civic
organizations; lives
in Wheat Ridge.

George Hurst, 2003 –
Director, Habitat for
Humanity in Evergreen; Real Estate
developer; lives in
Evergreen.

Nina Kite, 2004 –
Member Education
and History; past
chair – Jeffco GOP;
JCHC Recording
Secretary; Wheat
Ridge native; lives in
unincorporated
Jeffco.

Rose Lewis, 2009 –
Golden native, graduate of
Wheat Ridge HS. First
career in civil engineering,
specialized in
environmental restoration.
Currently completing a
Master’s Degree in public
history at UC Denver
focusing on social and
popular culture.

JeffCo History Just One Click Away...
www.historicjeffco.org
Visit Jefferson County’s history online via our
website that provides direct links to most historical
societies, museums, resource pages, city and county
information, and other sources for historical
information. Sponsored by the Jefferson County
Historical Commission but privately funded, the
website provides easy access points to pages on the
official county website that can otherwise be
difficult to find. Indices of the Commission’s annual
Historically Jeffco magazine are also provided on the
site, and selected stories from previous issues are
gradually being added. Comments or corrections to
the historicjeffco.org website should go to Sally at
303-870-4240 or jeffcohistory@gmail.com.

JCHC (continued)

Ernie Witucki, 2009 –
born in Indiana, B.S. in
history from the
University of Utah.
Member of Colorado
Preservation Inc. and the
Colorado Tourism
Council along with many
more organizations. Lived
in Lakewood for 36
years.

Janet Oldham
ITS Administrative
Coordinator I

Norman Meyer, 1986
– Member Publication,
Hall of Fame and
Writers Awards
Committees; pilot,
rancher, journalist,
developer; much of
Meyer family ranch
now Jeffco Open
Space Park; Colorado
native; lives near
Conifer.

David P. Nelson, 2008 –
Ph.D. in American
Studies from the University of Denver;
Professor Emeritus,
Red Rocks Community
College; past President
Lakewood Historical
Society.

Obtaining Copies of Historically Jeffco
Copies can be purchased for $6.46 at Archives and Records
Management beginning late October. The magazine is available
free of charge to members of Jefferson County Historical
Societies. Back issues are also available upon request.
Contact Janet Oldham at 303-271-8447.

For More Information
Archives and Records Management has further information for
those interested in history and historic preservation in Jefferson
County, plus applications for Commission membership.
Call Janet Oldham at 303-271-8447.
Disclaimer:
The information in this magazine is solely provided by the
authors. JCHC, the Board of County Commissioners, and
the Publication committee are not responsible for the
opinions of authors or the content of their articles.

COMMISSION STAFF

Karen Hughes
Archives & Records
Management
Supervisor

Carole Lomond, 1997
– Liaison Lariat Loop
Scenic and Historic
Byway; PublisherAuthor "City
and Mountain Views"
magazine and first
comprehensive book
of history:
"Jefferson County
Colorado;" lives in Mt.
Vernon Canyon.

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Dennis Dempsey
Liaison from Planning
and Zoning Division

Kevin McCasky

Faye Griffin

Kathy Hartman

-45-

DeForest, Colorado,
Birthplace of the
Electronic Age, or the
Forgotten Home of a
Two-Million-Dollar Fraud?

This photo of a telegraph
operator is believed to
have been taken in one
of DeForest’s wireless
telegraph stations.
See story on page 7.

Jefferson County Historical Commission
Archives & Records Management, Suite 1500
100 Jefferson County Parkway
Golden, CO 80419
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